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seek world title

By RAY LEE

The Morth American
irials o decide who will
represent 1his continent in
the 1974 Bermuda Bowl

Championships (the annual
world bridge champion-
ghips} will be held in Mil-
waukee, Wis., Oct. 26 to 30,

Competing in this ewvent
are The winpers of Le four
major nallonal team cham-
pinnstnps sponaered by the
American Contract Bridpe
League—the Spingold, Van-
derbilt, Reisinger. and
Grand MNational (the More-
lwezd)

Updoobdedly lhe favoriles
will be the miw-lenk Dallas
Ao, whe losl the RBermiada
Bowl &a Illaly this year af-
ter winning it twice., Thedr
muclens 18 Bobby Wolll, Bob
Goldman, Bob Hamman,
and Mark Blumenthal, com-
peting a5 holders of the
Vanderhiltk Trophy. aml
they will be joined hy To-
ronta’s  intgrpaticnal  padr,
Fric Mueray and Samimy '
Eehela.

A few weeks ago, a press
annpuncement of the join-
up was denied here in Ta-
ronto by Kehela, It furned
out  that mobody had re-
membered o ask him if he
wanted to play, ALl that
appears fo he amoathed oot
now, amd lhe way 1= clear
for the Canadians 1o have a
gond shal at the waorld title |
they have besn chasing for |
& MANY Years. |

Eric Muyrray claims o I
have lost mare world ur_lﬁsi
than any other player, _&nd
tells thix =&lory against
himself guite prowdly. At al'
recet closing banguet afer |
a world championship,
somehody noticed that Mur- |

ray wai jalming an the sing-

ing for all the nabiomal an-
Lhinmms

“Look,” he said to s
teighbor, “He knows all L
words, '

"0 ecourse,” wag’ the re-
ply. “Do you  kidw  Tiw
many iimes he's  bheen
here?"
~ Their toughest opposition
In the IAals s expected to
come  from  the Spingold
championa, led by Eddie
Kantar and ex-Ace Billy Ei-
senberg. But the Torombo.
Dallas team  should win,
and  have an excellent
chance of {aking the bowl
away from Lthe lialians,

A world title wimld give
Murray and Kehela ihe
qualifieations they need to
hold the highest rank the
World Bridge Federation
bestows: Grand Master.
They already have {ar more
than enough World Master
polnta,  but must win a
championship 16 gain the
title.

" mediately

The Aces were nol tesied
severely in the international
pla maiches in  Mil-
waukes this wesk Their twa
victories, by 108  intermas
tional match points in the
semifinal and by 80 points
im the final, reveal the ex-
tent o which they outs
classed their opponents.

Whether the reconsirected
Aces team will b any more
spccessful next year against
the [talian Blue Team than
it predecessors have besn

ins to be seen.

tir prospects have car-'

talply  hesn somewhal  im-
proved by the recruitment of
one of the worlkd's preatest
partnerships,  Eric urray
ardd Sam Kohels of Toronto,
who were in splendid Form
this week, On the diagramed
deal, Murray brought homse
& close pame that lailed in
the réplay.

Few experts would chrase
10 overcall one diamond wul-
nerable with the East hiuryl
over ome club, but the hid
served a bead-directing pur-
pose. f doghled, one dia-

- mand could have been de-

feated by three Lricks for a
penalty of &0, but it is sel-
dom practicable fo penafize
a onedeve]l overcall, =0 the
risk was not great.

A Climb t0 4 Spades

Morth-South then climbed
it four spades, the hest
available game contract with
of  without the diamond
avercall. Wesi naturally led
the diamond ten, and Sauth
won the ace. As the sequel
demonatrated, a8 duck would
have been inferiar.

Murrey playved hearts im-
: and ruffed the
third round with the spade
gix fim  dummy. He then
played clobs, discarding a
diamond loser and ruﬁlng
the third round =afely in his
hand. Mext ke raffed his last
heart with the fpade jack.

If East had discarded,
South would have been able
o play a club winner and

Aces Remain 1o Be Tested
In World Mateh Next Year

discard his remaining  dia-
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The bidding: )
West  Morth East  South
Fasg ©~ 1| & I & I &
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West led the diamond tes.

mard with advantage, East,
theretore, averruffed with the
ace, and cashed a diamond
winner to reach this position:
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Eauth knew that “West
held the spade queen and

would wim a trick with that |

card. The only problem was |

the spade weight, and it
spamed Hkely that West had
begun with 0 8 x x, since

East’s bid of one diamand
presumably  showed a2 five-
card suwit.

Sa Murray ruffed the next
diamand bead with the nine
discovering the true diamond
division, and led the spade
tem to make the game, The
same play wauld have soe-
ceeded if West had beld, as
antizipated, thy
Lrurnps.

-'hh

Q8 xxaof !

Toronto pair

in world bridge

By RAY LEE

As expected, the Dallas
Aces,  itcluding Toronta's
Erie Murtay and Sammy
Kehela, will represent
North America in the 1974
World Team Fridge Cham-
pionships for the Bermuda
Bowl.

They compeled in the
plavnifs as Vanderbill Cup
Rnlderﬁ. against the winners

{ the Spingold, the Reisin-
ger and the Grand National
team trophies.

The playoll was a knnck-
out event, ang ihe shape of
things To come was appar-
ent In the first two sessions.
Playing the Meisinger cham-
plons, Murray and Kehela
gterred  their 1sam tn a
theady M Imperial Maich
Foinit lead afler the first
g=ssinn, then sal out the sec-
oid, Afier the second ses-
sion, the Aces.wers down
4. Evenlually, thev won
fairly easzily, however, by
fivnre than 100 pokis.

The final was slmilar—
grod gleady segslons alies-
natlng with disasters fog
the - American palrs, who
; d wncertainly through-
out. FIE s, afler all, unnery-
ing, to build wp a 128-TMP
load and see it cut in half
ovat sixtean baards,

Even the optimistic Mur-
ray was despondent about
his team"s chances agrinst
the powerful [talians next
vear. The hright spof was
his own and his partner's
perfarmance, which was ex-
cellent.

When partber iakes a
Inng time to make a hidor
pass, one Is ethically bound
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If yom don't think that Ersc
Murcay and Sammy Kelska
of Toronbo are ong of [he best
poics an the workd just lsol af
this quiet defenss. They wiry
sori of fixed on e b u?.

Morth's poss of ome dia
mond redoubled was for busl-
ness, Erie siiting Esst didn
care. He would bave made an
overirick if allowed to play
there, bul Sowth ran o one
hearl. Sammy doubled and
opened 1he four of diamaonds.

Soutls rese with d:umn%'_u
ace; discarded a club and lad

to take nnly clear=cul actian
thereafter, so as o avaid
laking advantage of the
besitation. Bul what i ne
action it clearcul?

Playing against the New i
York Precision pair, Pefer |
Weichsel and Alan Sontag,
Murray held
& Kald
DanT3
& KB
& WARGZ

Latt-hand opponent apened
one  diamand, which could
oitly he a two-card sull, and

- hebeda Lok a-kng Ume

pass. When right-hand op
porent alao passed, Murray
wat in the hol seal. What
fr da?

Many players would pass
this hand, with or withoat
the hesitation, and this was |
sure’ to bring in a good plis
score, a5  the opponents
were vulnerable. As Murray
pui if, they kmew gewen
reoms  away that Kehela
had diamonds! .

Given a cholce, however, |
Murray would always rath-
er bid than pass, and he
falt his moremal action would
he tn make atlake-oul dou-
ble, This, of course, would |
give the apponenls aj
chance (v escape o a better |
spat, bt he sl felt if was
the anly correcl course,

Virtue was rewarded |
‘when opener, affer some
thought, passed the double
Kehela passed happily. and
right-namd oppanent decided
1o sit for it.

Sraightforward  delence
held declarer io two tricks,
and the penalty was 1,400,

By lscoby and Son

a spade. Eric.owon wilh e
ace and led A tfrump
whefedpon Sammy cashed
the ace and queen and led &
thhird {rismip. Bouth won infhis
o hand and led g chub
toward  dammy’s queen and
right here 18 where Sammy
sxparated the men from the
boys, & leser plaver would
kave let the club gao
wherenpon there would 3
l';-en ng way lefi mhnhu'i‘

art, bul Sammo a
wiLly liis King au:l?:hnﬁ I‘ug
i wlidle.

Thern he led e only card
that wouolld enable him o bogt
the coniracli He played v
lew trapmp,

South's only choice was o
cash his good spades and con-
code v last three tricks for
down cne
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Deal the Aces in again

North America’s chances of recaptur-
ing the world bridge team champi-
onship when the battle for the Bermuda
Bowl gets under way in Italy next May
got a big boost in Milwaukee last week.
Ira Corn’s Aces, considerably strength-
ened by the recent addition of Canada’s
top stars, Eric Murray and Sammy Ke-
hela of Toronto, breezed through the
American playoffs, easily beating the
three other 1972-73 national team cham-
pions who were competing for the honor
of representing us in 1974. The Aces, who
won this year’s Vanderbilt Cup without
the aid of Murray and Kehela, first took
their semifinal match by more than 100
international match points, eliminating
the young team led by Steve Goldberg
that had captured the Reisinger event last
fall. Then they sailed through the final
against A. E. (Bud) Reinhold’s Spingold
titlists to a 90-IMP victory.

Indeed, the Aces were in complete
command throughout the playoffs—ex-
cept for one quarter near the end in which
they gave the Reinhold rooters some mo-
mentary hopes of a miracle. Earlier,
Reinhold’s team—which had added San_
Francisco’s Kyle Larsen to its Spingold
roster of Larry Cohen, Dr. Richard Katz,
Eddie Kantar and former Ace Billy Ei-
senberg—had overwhelmed Billy Sea-
mon’s Floridians, winners of the Grand .
National, a new event played for the first
time this year in which all members of
each team must be from the same geo-
graphical area. Thus there was little
doubt that the two strongest teams had
reached the playoff finals, or that the bet-
ter—and by far the more experienced—
of the finalists had won.

This will be the Aces’ fifth consecutive
appearance in world-title play. Bob
Goldman, Bob Hamman and Bob Wolff
remain from the original team that twice
won the Bermuda Bowl during the years
(1970 and 1971) in which Italy’s then 12-
time world-champion Blue Team was
“retired,” and lost an Olympiad when
the Blues came out of retirement in 1972. .
Mark Blumenthal joined them early this
year in another losing effort in Brazil
against an ltaliap team that includ-

ed three of the Blues. And now, heavily
reinforced by Murray and Kehela, they
will have another crack at some of the
Blues: the Italian squad has not yet been
announced but will most likely once
again include Giorgio Belladonna, Beni-
to Garozzo and Pietro Forquet, ungques-
tionably three of the most accomplished
bridge players in the world.

In Milwaukee the Aces showed the

kind of form they will need to beat their
archrivals. They dashed off to a 76-IMP
lead in the first 32 deals of the final,
thanks in no small part to the hand shown
below.

Against Eisenberg’s contract of two
hearts doubled, the defense scored its
three side-suit aces, plus four trump
tricks. It might have been worse, but the
declarer eventually got a diamond trick
and held his loss to minus-300.

Prior to the replay on Vu-Graph, pan-
el commentators pointed out that the
Reinhold team might still gain on the
deal if its East-West pair happened to bid
three no trump and make it, but that the
Aces could also add to their swing if they
set three no trump via an opening club
lead. As it happened, Aces Wolff and
Hamman. playing North-South against
Cohen and Katz, did even better than
that.

"~ Theinitial bidding was the same as that
shown in the diagram, but after Katz

Neither side vulnerable
West dealer

NORTH
& J5
YJ96542
¢+ K
b Q542
WEST EAST
& Q1073 $h A2
YKI108 YaAQ73
® Q732 ® A9654
L R &b A8
N SOUTH
K9864
, =
¢ J108
d K10973
WEST NORTH EAST T
(Blumenthal)  (Eisenberg) {Guﬂfzrl(m} ?J{:;ijluﬁ
ST e T
PASS PASS - rass

Opening lead: ace of spades -
“doubled two hearts, Hamman (South)
rescued with three clubs, and East dou-
bled again, albeit with slightly less en-
thusiasm. East was even more unhappy
when his partner opened the 8 of hearts
and declarer ruffed away his ace. A di-
amond to dummy’s king forced East’s
second ace and he began to worry that
South might eventually establish his
spades. So to cut down on declarer’s en-
tries, East led a second heart to further
shorten South’s trumps. South ruffed and
led the 10 of diamonds, covered by the
queen and ruffed in dummy. A low spade
lead next forced East to grab his spade
ace lest dummy’s remaining spade be dis-
carded on a good diamond. At this point
a diamond continuation would have
caused declarer some trouble, but East
persisted in the shortening process, lead-
ing a third heart for South to ruff.

With only king-10 of trumps in his
hand, but the queen and two small
trumps in dummy, Hamman led the king
of clubs and Katz had a chance to set
the contract with a most unusual play.
The idea of refusing to win this trick
would seem mad to most players, and
even the commentators did not immedi-
ately see the effectiveness of such a move.
But in fact if Katz had ducked, he would
have scuttled the contract. Instead, he
won with the ace and returned a spade.
Now Hamman was home. He grabbed
his spade king, led his last trump to dum-
my’s queen and surrendered a heart trick.
One trump and two hearts remained in
dummy to win the last three tricks and
raise the Aces’ combined total to 770
points on the deal for a gain of 13 IMPs.

At the halfway mark of the final the
Aces’ lead had soared to 126 IMPs, But
the Reinhold team was not yet through.
To the accompaniment of claps of ap-
proval from the hometown crowd (Katz
and Cohen started their bridge careers
in Milwaukee, and Reinhold is from Wil-
mette, II1.), the underdogs put on a sen-
sational spurt, blanking the Aces for 20
consecutive deals and slicing their lead
to 57 IMPs with 32 boards still to play.
The hand shown next contributed 13
IMPs to the rally and demonstrated ex-
cellent partnership defense.

With no diamond bid by South to fore-
warn him, West led that suit in the closed
room. Katz won and returned the king
of spades. When this was ducked, declar-
er next forced out the king of diamonds,
and West shifted to a heart. Dummy’s

- e —
Both sides vulnerable
West dealer
NORTH
& QI654
¥YaiqQ
4 85
& 1973
WEST EAST
$ 1087 éh A932
¥ 84 YKI9T6
¢ K973 ¢ 42
Q542 & J6
SOUTH
K
10532
¢ AQJ106
& K108
WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH
(Murray) (Cohen) (Kehela) (Katz)
PASS 1 PAS 1 NT
PASS 2 & PASS 3 NT
PASS PASS PASS

Opening lead: 3 of diamonds

queen lost to the king, and East’s heart
continuation knocked out the ace. But
the heart shift had come too late to help
the defense. Declarer led dummy’s queen
of spades to establish a second trick in
that suit, while he still held the heart 10

as a stopper in his hand. Murry and Ke-
hela could thus collect only two hearts,
a spade and a diamond, and Katz made
his game.

In the replay South bid diamonds be-
fore arriving at three no trump, so Eisen-
berg (West) knew there was no future in
leading that suit. Instead he opened a
heart, and dummy’s queen fell to the
king. Kantar’s heart return knocked out
the ace and Wolff, the declarer, led a di-
amond for an apparent winning finesse
as West ducked. The king of spades was
led, and it was now Kantar's turn to
duck. Next came the 10 of clubs, passed
to East’s jack, and East returned a low
spade that allowed West’s 10 to force
dummy’s jack. Now Wolff repeated the
diamond finesse, but the earlier ducks
had made a dead duck of the contract.
West took the king and led a spade
through dummy’s queen to let East col-
lect two spade tricks and the jack of
hearts for a two-trick set and a 200-point
penalty—a net of 800 for the Reinhold
team on the combined result.

In the course of this 128-deal final there
were several oddities. On one hand the
Aces reached a grand slam in just two
bids—one by each partner—and made it.
With the same hand, their opponents bid
and bid and bid, vet stopped at six. On
another deal the Aces bid a slam lacking
two aces—and went down. But in mak-
ing it to the world championship for the
fifth successive year, they did put on an
impressive performance.

What will happen in Italy next May?
The fact that the North American zone
is to be represented by players including
Canada will be popular with our friends
abroad, who have resented the appear-
ance of two wholly United States teams
following the Aces’ previous victories. It
will be even more popular here if it helps
to beat the revamped but still undefeated
Blues and bring back the Bermuda Bowl.
Should that transpire, we will be defend-
ing the bowl in 1975 in Bermuda, where
the world championship started a quar-
ter century ago. We won that first one.
Maybe it is a good omen. END
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VENICE, Italy, May 26 —
North America just failed to
overtake the world cham-
pion Italians in the final qual-
ifying round of world cham-
pionship bridge team play
here last night. As a result,
the Aces meet Brazil in one
semifinal, while the Italians
in the other face the Indo-
nesians, who finished strong-
ly to take over fourth, posi-
tion from a tiring French
foursome,

There seems little doubt
that the Aces will once again
meet Italy in the final to-
morrow. They begin against
Brazil with a 25-point advan-
tage, based on the qualifying-
round results, while the
Italians carry over 32 points
against Indonesia.

The 10th-round results
were: North America beat
France 19-1; Italy beat Brazil
12-8; Indonesia beat New
Zealand 20 to minus 5.

The final qualifying stand-
ings were: Italy 149; North
America 148; Brazil 111;
Indonesia 82; France 71;
New Zealand 16.

Bidding Opens Slowly

The diagramed deal from
the ninth qualifying round
was perhaps the most drama-
tic of the qualifying round so
far. Italy, fighting for first
place, ecountered Indonesia,
trying to capture fourth.

The bidding began solwly,
but gathered momentum
when it became clear that
both sides had a double fit—
North-South in the black
suits and East-West in the
red suits. Finally, at the six-
level, Benito Garozzo with
the North cards made the
winning decision to bid six
spades over six hearts.

> 1. -..N'orth Americans Fail to Gain g
Bfldge, Over Italians in World Play %

@i By ALAN TRUSCOTT &Wmm&g

Special to The New York Times

East should perhaps have
taken out insurance against
disaster by bidding seven
hearts, a contract that would
succeed in the unlikely event
that South failed to lead the
spade ace. However, East
thought his hand offered suf-
ficient defense to a slam. He
was proved wrong.

There ~was a double-
dummy defense available—a
diamond lead to the ace and
a club return for a ruff—but
the Manoppo brothers for
Indonesia, not unnaturally
failed to find it. The opening
lead was a heart, and Bella-
donna as South simply ruffed
in dummy, drew trumps, and
cashed six club ftricks to
make the slam.

Slam Is Lost

In the replay, Indonesia
again misjudged and doubled
the Italian pair, Arturo
Franco and Soldano deFalco
in six hearts. This was un-
beatable, and an overtrick
was made when South led
his singleton diamond rather
than a spade. The total score
to Italy was 2,740, worth 21
international match points—
the biggest single profit of
the championships.

In the other two matches
there were large swings also.

New Zealand, like the Ital-
jans, reached six spades, but
Goldman for the Aces found
the winning defense of an
openinng diamond lead and
Blumenthal cooperated by re-
turning a club to beat the
slam one trick.

However, New Zealand
gained 16 international match
points in any case, for they
were doubled in six hearts
for 1,310 in the replay. At
this point New Zealand led
in the match by 33 points,

$O3P =

Today's Hand
NORTH ;
4 K75

O 10865 _

& AQI0542 .
EST EAST
10983
Q1097
K

a6
10 © AK65432
Q742 ¢ AJ9
& J9
SOUTH (D)
& AQJ42
(VARR:!
&3
& K8763
North and South were vul-
nerable. The bidding:

South West North East
14 20 3d 30
4 40 4NT. 50
Pass Pass 54 Pass
6 o 60 6& Pass
Pass Pass

West led the heart seven.

“but the Aces fought back to
lose 9-11. The moral of this
hand, and of others of this
type, is: Never let the oppo-
nents play the hand.

_In the third match, France
was allowed to play the East-
West cards in five hearts,
scoring 480, and gained nine
jmternational match points
when the replay led to a con-
tract of six spades doubled.
This failed by one trick when
Chagas found the winning
diamond lead and Assump-
cao cooperated by returning
a club for the ruff.



« Italians and Aces Open Play "

= L]
BI' 1 dg E. In World Championship Finals §}

Eptclul 18 T Hew Tock Tile

VENICE, May 2T—=The Ital-
iam world champions got off
to & good start this afternoon
defending their title apainst
the Aces, and led after the
first 48 deals by 47 interma-
tional match points.

The first of two unusual in-
cidents eoccurred on the sec-
ond deal when an official put
& board on the table in the
wrong position and the play-
ers looked ai the cards. A
deal that had already been
plaved in the closed room
therefore had to be cancelad,
and the American Morth play-
es, technboally pesponsible un-
.~ der the mules, was fined 3
mnsrmational maich ifle.
This cutweighed the 2 point
lead with which the Amer-
cams begsn the malch, based
on the qualifying results,

The second eplsnde, on the
15th deal, was serious for the

Itadisns. Bemito Bianchi acci-

dentally pulled out & heart
when playing 1o a diamond
lead The heart hecame &
pemality card, and ke and his
MMPiEk:ﬂ Fm:rﬁeu:ﬂ.. '-.E
1 1o plav @ rw
be gained the Jead.

As & result, Bob Goldman
mads & which would
otherwise have failed. The 11-
point gain to the Amercans
put 'l!_rernl_lmnh :hlz }F“'ﬂ T&m
. porarily, bat the ltalians then
moved ahead on a secies of
pari-gcore deals, and made
two game contracts that
failed when the Americans
pitempted them.

_In we play-off maich for
third position, Brazil led In-
donesa &t the hall-way mark
by #0 intermational match

The most dramatic deal in
the first session of play
seemed to promise a big gain
for the Americans, Ia the
cloged room. Sam  Kehela
opened the bidding as East
with cne diamond ard Far-
guet overcalled twoe clubs,
Eric Mummay made & dashing
leap to four spades, a coms
tract that would have falled
by two tricks and might have
been doubled, However, Bi-
anchi as Morth continued to
five clubs, which Murrey
doubled when it came around
1o him.

The defenss toek thres dia-
mand tricks, and East plaved
a fourth diamond. m&nﬂw
had to judge the club posi.
won and mispoessed He

MNORTH
& A
wABES4
& 932
& 10653
WEST EAST (I
& JIDGET62 & 543
7 1073 o Ql2
& 10 o AKQTE
& KT & BT
S0OUTH
& K0
S K
o JES4
o AQR42
Both sides were vulnerahle.
The bicding:
East South West Norh
1o I HT, 3 & 3 N.T.

Pass Pass Pass
Wist fed the spade jack

played for East to have one
of the club honors for his
opening bid, and the result
whas down three tricks for o
penalty of 300,

When the hand was re-
played on Vugraph in front |
of & farge and excitable
ltalian swdience, Bob Bella-
donna contented himself with |
a jumnp 4o three spades, and
North’s bid of three no-trump
ended the auctin.

The club suit was again

the key to the situation, Afier
& spade lead Wallf, lik= For-
quet, assumed that East held
cne of the club honors te
jusiify his opend He ran
the club fen at the second
trick, a play that would havse
EII'ﬁIl,Eh’I: home the contract
if West had held & =mall
singleton. But West won with
the jack and persevered with
spades,
South enfered dummy with
a heart lead to take another
club finesse and when this
lagt the defense took the rest
of the tricks, The last spade
lemd  from  West sgueseed
Soath, who could not kesp
the heart king and the guard
against East's diamonds
Down six tricks meant 600
points for Italy, baot left the
Americans th a modast
profit of 5 intecnational
match points,

' Bridge:

< By ALAN TRUSCOTT @

World Team Championship

| Bridge:

Won Again by Italian Team

Eoeclal tv Thie Mew Yook Timm

VENICE, Ttaly, May 25—
The grezt ltalian team won
the wuarld tram champions

ship here this aftermoon, ity

I5th victory since 1957, but
caly after the American Acss
gave Lhem a considerable
[right,

With 16 bosrds remnining
te be played, the Hatians led
by only 17 intersptional
match points, bat they held
af In & ftense fioal session
o win by 2 international
nmatch poiots, 193 to 166,

Giorgio  Bellsdonna  and
Benite Garoze were a tower
of strength for the winners
Missing a slam in the final
seRslin was wirtonlly  theie,
only errnr in 96 deats

They were well supparied
by Pietre Forguet wnd Benita
Dianchi, The Italian third pair,
Arturo Frafce nnd Sakiana
de Falco, did not play in . Lhe
finsl and do not receive the
title of wosld champion,

Foe the Americang, the two
anchor pairs. Bob Wolff and
Boh Hamman of Dallas, spd
Erc Murfay and Sam Keheln
af Toronlo, played extremeby
well, mnd would hawve wos
agamst any ather tcam |6 the
wirld.

May Below Best Form

Bob Goldtmen of Dallas and
Mark Blumenthal of Kansas
ity Mo, were helow thelr
best farm n the 32 deals they
ploved yestsrdiy.

One of the most difficaly
hands of the final mateh
Tound both sides at faull n
the bidding. Bui g5 the Ita-
Lians undetivid and the Amerd-
cars overbid, it was the de-
fendidg  champions  whao
showe d a profit. Bath pairs
werg plaving o stromg club
svstom, and the guestion was
whalther North shoold - open
wne elub,  countipg |
conalderable  distribudional
glrength as campenastion for
ki shortage. of high.card

niss .
mFl:quuei for ftaly thouoght
nol, apd ed  with cns
dinmmond. Bianchi responded
modesily with cne heart, agd
Forguel jusiped to three: dia.
mende. With the miEfit in
mind, Blanchl contented him-
gl with three fo-l0USS.
This wasz & britHant decision |
i o aense, sisce &6 nostrump
WEF Tt & :l_nun:ld coptract,
But & good six-paniraci was
avalisble fn  either ‘black
sull, melther of whichwas bid,

11 was ceraindy a difficall
kand, I.nd;_ Sl‘pumﬁ.mrnnﬂl
went 9o far in the sapoeal
direction. They also 1-’;1i|::l-.iI| Iﬁ:
bid althee™of the black saits
in which a slam could be
made, Hamman's respomse
al two dizmords showed wme |
controds and the partnership
wak Headed for the haights.

North hid hiz  diamonds
twice, and Sdulh used Black-
wond, When hefoond  that
his pariner held {fwo aces and |

Wi kings, ke fudged that 13

=

MORTH
& IES
o

O AKIOBES43
& AED

& AKQE
GOAKIDGR

QLG4

Morth and South were vil-
nerabbe. The bidding:

West Morth East  Sauth
Pass | & Pax 20
Pass 3 & FPass 30
Pass 4 & Pass 4 NT,
Pass 30  Pasw 5 NT,
Fosa &% Pass T NT,
Fass Pass Pass

Wasl st the club eeven.

wricks could be found ln nos
trump. As the hand was o
misfit and Morth's values
werg distributlonal, the result
was & virtually impossible
COBLFACL

After on opening club lead,
Hamman did well to escape
for down tne He won the
club bead in his hand, crossed
to dumesy with m club lead
and cashed two wop diamonds
and the other club winney, &
doubledon gueen-inck of din-
maonds would have ghven him
n chance, but this mircals did
nat materialize.

He bed 8 spade from dusn-
m¥, and East pul up the nine.
South won and ceshed his
winnees in hears and clubs.
Easl was reduced to thres
spades and a hearl winner,
s the e Bbe wan led
and the ten usblocked from
dummy. Then a hearl Bead
endnbayed Eost And - South
made two spade tricks al
the finish. Itaky palned 13 -
ternstinna] matcn poimte.

L ]

Aces” Fine Play Frightena
Italians Heading to Victory

Epedal to THe New Verk Timen

VEMICE, Ttaly, MMay 29—
American | of deleating
the great [talian Blue Team
and capturing the world team
title were disappainted once

 again yesterday, but not he-

! rivals a considerable f

fore the Aces gave their L
right.

The comlorlable lead of 48°
internationn]l match points,
with which ths Italians be-
5&.11 the final 32 deals, dwin-

led to five points after 10
deals, hut tha defending
champitng leld on  griely
and won by 25 points. This
was [he closest the Ameri-
cans have come to beating
the Blue Team since 1963.

The maleh seemed to sub-
gtantiate the European theary
that Giorgio Belladonna and
Benite Garozzo can play with
any feammates amd win, In
25 deals, they made only one
seripus error—a micsed slam.

The two American pairs,
on whom Ira Corn, the non-
playing caplain, relied almost
throughout, wera also jn
great form. Bobh Haman
and Bob Welff of Dallas and
Eric Murray and Sam Kehe-
la of Toronto were in fing
form and played better than
any other American repre-
sentative have done apgainst
the Elus Team in recent
¥EATE,

Mo doubt the Aces will tey
again next year, with the
same twa palrs as the muele-
us af their effart, But before

| they can resume the fight in

Bermuda I Januarcy, th
will need to win the Amerl-
can playoffs, which iz no
sagy task.

Eelladonna received pro-
longed applause from the
]:ri;: lul'la{Lr nudi;hncegwilc-lzh-
ng  on ugra unday
night. PFlaying in the semi-
final apalast Indonesia, he
played oae of the hest hands
of the champlonship —and
alzo ome af the slowest,

The ome-club cpening bid
by Gamzzo was Frecisiom,
artificial and stromg. The
mosponse of ome spade was

citive, showing at least a
five-camd suit. The jump re-
bid to three spades by Marth
was a rare action, and Bel-
Indonna tock seven or eight
minuies o consider it

The vagraph commentator,
Mike eepn, had time 2o
send for a copy of the ltaliag
Precision book mmd explaln

-

nerable. The bidding:

North  East South  West
| & Fass 1 : Pass
Y Pass 4 Fazs
4 Pass 4 Pass
4 i Fass Ol Pass
57 Pasa Pass
Pa Pais

Korth and South were vuls

e _ 3
West led the heart seven.

the bid to the audiesce as
follows: spade suppori, but
® minimum halanced hand
that hes no desire to take
control, Squth  must  take
charge If a slam is in poos
pict,

A series of cue-hids fol-
lowed, and Belladonna  fi-
mally took the plunge and
bid =ix spades

He found the play no eas-
fer them the bidding. Afier
a heart lead, he was faced
with & sure heart lossr and
a guess in the trump suit.
After considerable thought,
he found a Line of play that
avoided the guess im the
trump suit.

The quesn, king and ace
of hearts were plaved on the
firat trick, and a heart was
fed to the jack. A heart was
dizscarded on the ¢lub ace and
a cluy was ruffed. Mext de- |
clarer topk the diamond
king, the diamend ace and
ruffed a diamond. Another
club raff and another dia-
mond rufl 1eft this position:

NORTH

The spade was cashed, n
club was ruffed. and the
spade Hing was cashed. Essi's
hezart winner and Wesi's
spade winmer combined to
taks the las: ek

Sad to say, ihis virtuoso
performance gained fo paints.

In the replay, the Indo-
nesians reached six hearis
and made it by the simple

| process of gueszing the loca-

| ticn of the spade quessn


Nader
Stamp

Nader
Stamp

Nader
Stamp


Bridge:

CrEzgEniEid By ALAN TRUSCOTT #9amems:

The 96-deal final of the
world team championship in
Venice this week was fully
worthy of the occasion, A
study of the errors commit-
ted suggests that the stand-
ard was as high as it has ever
been in a Bermuda Bowl
final.

The most effective pair
was Giorgio Belladonna and

R B

Study of the Final in Venice
Shows High-Standard Play

Benito Garozzo of Italy, but -

the two leading American
partnership, Bob Wolff and
Bob Hamman of Dallas, and
Eric Murray and Sam Kehela
of Toronto, were not far be-
hind.

The second Italian pair,
Pietro Forquet and Benito Bi-
anchi, must get a slightly
lower rating: Forquet is as
accurate as ever, but Bianchi
is not guite as talented as his
more famous teammates.

Murray and Kehela were
in great form throughout the
eight days of qualifying,
semifinal and fina] play. On
the diagramed deal, Murray
smoothly overcame a bad
trump break, while his team-
mates pushed the Italians a
level too high in the replay.

Only One Bid

Belladonna opened  the
‘West hand with one diamond,
and his side did no more
bidding. Kchela's take-out
double, 2s North, encouraged
Murray to jump to two
spades, since there was a
strong probability of a good
fit. North had no doubt about
going to game, but was not
sure which game to try. His
cue-bid of three diamonds
located the heart fit, and led
to four hearts,

Looking at the North-
South cards, four hearts
seems easy. On a good day,
which this was not, vyou

' might find both black kings
well-placed, and make 13

R o

tricks. The opening diamond
“lead was won in dummy, and
the ace of hearts was led,
revealing the bad trump
break.

Now the plan was to make
East ruff, so that his trumps
could be drawn safely. Mur-
ray was quite willing to lose
one spade trick, one diamond
trick and one heart trick. He
took a spade finesse and
West won — a hold-up would
have made no difference.

West next led a low dia-
mond, knowing from the play
at trick one that his partner
had the queen. East did the
best he could by winning and
playing a third round of dia-
monds, attempting to weaken
the declarer’s trumps,

This gave a ruff-and-sluff,
and Murray had the answer
ready. He discarded a club
and ruffed with the heart
king in dummy, preserving the
eignt. Then he continued
spades, waiting for East to
ruff. After the second spade
lead the position was:

NORTH

A 10

0 Q8

O —

% AQT72
WEST EAST
a7 4 —
0 - © 10753
O KI ¢ 10
% KJ96 e 43

SOUTH

A J98

T J9s

O —

& 10

The spade jack was led,
and if East had ruffed South
would have been in control.
A trump return would have
been won with the queen,
and the eight would have
been led to pick up the trumps
with a finesse. A club return
would have had the same re-

Today’s Hand

NORTH
A Q105
O AKQS8 |
O A2
% AQT72
WEST (D) EAST
A K72 A& 64
0 — © 107532 |
O KJI953 & Qlo64
&% KJ965 & 43
" SOUTH
A AJ983
0 J964
O 87
& 108
Both sides were vulnerable,
The bidding:
West North East South
1¢ Dbl. Pass 2 &
Pass 3 ¢ Pass 3 QO
Pass 4 O Pass Pass
Pass i
West led the diamond
three. ’

sult, and a diamond return
would have allowed South to
ruff in dummy, cash the club
ace and cross-ruff.

In view of this, East chose

to discard a club, and discard
another club on the next
round of spades. This did him
no good, and when te fifth
spade arrived he finally
ruffed. Whether he returned
a trump or his last diamond,
South had the rest of the
tricks for a score of 620.

The Italians were well-
served during the champion-
ships by Garozzo’s Super-
Precision System, but this
hand revealed a slight weak-
ness. West's opening bid was
the nebulous diamond, often
made on a short diamond
suit,
therefore afford to raise.

In the replay, Wolff raised
to two diamonds, South made
a cue-bid of three diamonds,
and Hamman bid a brisk five
diamonds. This could have
been down 500, a worth-
while save against 620, but
North not unnaturally went
to five hearts.

Unluckily for him,
could not be made, and in

and East could not |

this

practice he made only nine
tricks, giving North America |

13 international match points.
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MNorth Americans Beay Italy

Use of a Falee Card Shows
se of & False Car Te Tie for Lead in Tourney

Bellndonna's Brilliant Play

Keep it cool

By RIXI MARKUS

Bridge:

N

if  heidpa rhl:.'nr; wWIrs
| awarded brilllaney nrizes as
| chess players, Giorgio Birlin-
| driia f::l'}I [l.ny il hpve
aualitied for an award on the
dizprammed deal fram  the
wird ehnmplonslip Tioats i
Venloe ldst wesk, ¥We founed
the pight mament for a simple
fig ﬁq‘hl}' eifpicve  false
card 1Bt doverigs] Ere Mor-
my af Torondo froan & wine
ng line of pley inlo n lnsng
(] 1=
Whan the lasif was #irst
playesl En the clossd soom,
the  Adnerican  Esst-Wust
reached the excelent contrnct
af - four bearts, which is des
feaiid only by the bad tromp
breal. In Uie replay on Vo
Graph, nn Enown, the alisn
Hast-West bl reason L sis-
pect e bl trumip breaks
Sam Relela®s one nd-tiuimp
avescall as Morth had shivwn
| & hewrl Sbigjeer,

Muiray sk Soulh persesvered
ax Tar as Phree spades, which
wis cerfainly the right deci-
slom — ik Jdewi winill e
chiaper than alliwing.  the
oopansnts oo ogeorge [40 in
three lisarts, The  question
wah whether he could moke
thiree spoiles,

Many  Europsan  exneris
ropularty lead the s [rom
un aeeshing romhination, ‘Thiz
gredily rotfuces tha amauity
af & |endd af ehe klng, which
s afrmsost dnvnriahly from a
kingrgieen conthingdion. The
avo-toad may leave the peis-
tonn of the king in doobt, amd
thiy proved a visal factor on
this pecasion.

My pifled Delladanng's
opEning bEad nf the oot ace
and Lol @ trump, Henfta G-
rin, a5 Feat, won with the
aiie Al fired bagk 1he olis-

SwersnssaidaE ay ALAN TRUSCOTT ’f‘ﬂﬂm‘mlﬂ%

i
;)
BES
EAST

& ARZ
ooInTE32
i ?T

& 732
SO0UTH

4 QUG43

-f'- RH'iE
& 184

Welther sléa wad volners-
ble, The bhiding: -

%Wost North Fast  Soath

19 1NT 29 2
4.7 Pass Paex 3 A
Paze  Pasi Pass

Woet led the heart ace,

AT thin point, it [£ easy ta
ge= thnt Seuth can mahs the
reaf af the tricks, hecauss

the ¢luhs 1l very favorahly
foc ||'|"| This wo'd ae doubt
have heen the ouwicoms if
Garozzn had rotarned p beard,
bt he played the chub iwo,
a play thed supEesled posses-
stoni 0 A clonbh honor, When
South olayed low, Bolladonaa
glayed they  gueen without
hesitntion. Afier the mormsl
piny af the ten, Sowth wonbd
Lavs mnde e contracs, hat
o e had  someihing to
think platt

KMurray won with the Hing
I dummy, plumged his hepd
Imtm his bands and anslyzed
farinasly, He know, of courss,
that Relladonme was guile
capahle of false.carding, But

There was plenty of drama for
Hue speciators ap fhe fna) of the
Bermuda Bowl Wockl Chanvpion-
Ehip. [taly eventually deleated
MNorlth America by 3 neitow mare
gin, bui thimzs might  Bave
turned out very difcremtly if
Fietre Forguel had nog recoyvered
krilliantly after a cutastrophe on
the fodlowing dul

&k
LR Y

The contract in Both moms was
#C by South, The Italian player
in ke Suulh el whs doubled,
and he hed to go one down sfler
Tk lead of a eenall clish by Wesl :
shere wWiA ne way of availlng ithe
Bes of ol b and tue disgsond
fracks.

In the othep mom. the North
Amerigan declarer received  the
sume sl chub lead azainst M0
undogbded.  When  he  fimally
plaved g amall dismanid from
dommy, hewever, Basl acviden-
tally dpspped the gueen af hears
an the ishle, The Lournamesni
direcior  ruled, guite orrecily
thag the declarer could ibereaticer
piiler demand or prohshid a
heari leasd from West amd, when
Zouth insliled on & Reart Twing
led  after the e of diansnda,
the wnfortgnate  Forgoel s was
Forced e eseade phe smviresf by
atternpling to «ash the ace of
he=ari=s ; th mzifed smd cros=ed
tn dummw with a spade in order
tn drarard hi= pesing dameond on
the kimg of Fl

That was & ewing of 300 to the
Morth Amverican fram, and 1 was
#isH of sdiiratlan for the way i@
wohvich Forguet, Kk the phamminh
hie =, ligmedlaiely Targob  ghai
ihis traprdy mnd seitled Anwn to
play merfect hedee an ihe nest

man ouesn, preperng B dis-
miand il for himas'f, He
continned the guil when the
quceEn Wig pl’:mlillﬂl 13 Wi,
The dinmond jack won in
duipitiy, and aacthér ifemn
wias played. Belladonna win
with the Eing und gava s
parrrey e dsimmnd cofl The
poaitham was nntw this:

thore spemed oo reason why
his original hand should nat
liva
heorts A x xx %% diamonds
K If x5 and ciut Q. In that
taze, the contfac
be made by taking a club
Finesad agalitst Eask,
thy suit would ha blocked,

gix ‘hoard=, recoverinT the  lost
mni=la with interest. Manv eom-
petiare ip hin nlape wonld heve
reeried guile  Jilap==ly I~ hi=
pariner's disasler; fhic jneidem
=erves b pnkegion (hie saaryeel.
Trus bram enirit and ane—teman-
aln nf sha parid chamriars
Ineidentally. the new nerfners
ship of Forguet and Dianchi, whe

bewn:  spades KX,

T could ot

sinoe .

NOBKTH But it could he made by rall-
& — ing oug the heart king
;; Qd S0 the heart queen- was led
D — from . durnmy  and e dla-
b AKAAS mongd  loser was  dizcarded
WEST EAST when Edig pliyed low, Bal-
A - _ ladonma winn the trick and
HBg4 210 recoivend well-eurned spplause
K o— Trovm thit Naling dediencs, His
o (k10 i T3E feam won {Hires niermatiod]
S00ITH fikatils Pialisls Wi They
A THEHE wisild  ditkermise hove  Lasi
o Mlvem—i ealol swing ol elght
K. inoh clpiely conteated world
T R ] chrmntnnsg faal,
BRIDGE \By dlon Trasoot

The moat deamuatlc deal by the
flrst sescion of play ab Venice be.
Lween the Ialdian workl chams
pions and the American chal-
lengers seemed to promise a big
gaitn for the Americans, In the
closed rooomn. Sam Kebela (Horth
Americal opened the bidding as
East willh one diamond  and
Piziro Porguet (Dlalyy avercallpd
twa ¢hybg, Ere Murzay (Morth
Amerbon) made a dashing leap o
Tour gpades, & conbrsct Phal woakl
Lave Talled by two tricks ol
might have been doubled. Hom-
fvir, Banfto Bianeh: 1Ttaly)r =s
Horih continued to five clubs,
widch Murray doubled when U5
ame arownsd to bim,

The defense took thres dinmmond
tricks, and East: played & Tourth
dismpond, Scath now, bhad 1o
judge the ecluk pesithon and
misguessed, He played Tor East
io nave pne of the club hooors
for hiB opoming bid, and the
resalt was dawn thice uricks [orF
#& penalty of BOL

Whenn the hand wes replayed
on Vograph (a beard oo which &fl
hands afe projectad o spectators
can follow the playy in fromi of
a large and excitable Ttallan
sadienee, Bob Wl  (Morth
Americal chose an ovepiall of one
no-tnump rother than teo clule
Ceotglo Balladonna (Tialy) cons
tented himeslf with a jump to
three apades, and Morth's bid of
thiste Do-FrUmpP ended fhe aucs
(AT

The ¢lut sk was again Lhe
key o the gitlaticn. Aftor & cpade
lend Wolff, like Forguet, rasumed

Usar Fast hield one af the club
hoooss ta justify hiv opening, He
tan the club pen at the second
trick, & Py that would have
browght hofme U contract i
Weet had neld & smeall alnglaton.
But West won with the jJack
and perseversd with spodes.

Bouth enterved dummy with &
Lieart led to take another <luh
fine=ze ond when this Jost the
defensp to0k the pest of he fricie.
The last spade bead [rom Wiest
squeeisd Soutl, whe could bBot
keep the heart king and the
puard Agalnst East's  dbmonds,
Dwwn eix tricks meant 600 poinis
for Italy, but 1pft the Amerioans
with & medest profic of B Inter-
nabionnl melch points,

NORTH
&
ARG
R T
e 10G53
WLET EAST (B)
& JINASTEHE & 343
o 10TR oQaz
& 1 S ARQTE
d K & AT
S0UTH
& KA
T K9
, J854
b ADG4Z
Bath wdus webs viinerabte.
The hiddina:
East  Spwih Wesl Npsih
]« TNT, Tk & W

Prz;  Pass  PFass
Wt e the spads jack.

T

pley a4 verr compHcat ot
vergion of the Precisssm Chob, is
sl ok ikl g = improve
sloaddly. Bl them had besn
usegd to 2 diforent pariner and
a  differemt systom, but
Fﬂlﬂ am im o Lang n!nh :m_.

iy's win im ’l.enlnt

An@lher  partnership mn
perlarmiandid  impressed me
the ‘Warki (“\unq:lmhuhup was 'thi
MNaorth Amorisn ofbe of Ere
Murray amg Sammey Hebea [
have abways beom a great nikmll‘lf

aof this Canadian pa play
an gxcellent zame af h'rl I l:r.|
the  ¢lassical  vein,  based

naturad  Acolwlyie b:ddln:
methods, aeg |he B in mamy

valuahle polnis Ih the =mpie
expedient of maklpg very few
mistakes. Wheroes aome of the
reat  Ialian slars ke Benpiia
ririezy often force the 0 in
an eMort Lo earn swings, Murray
and  HKehsls ¢oncentrate oo
reaching  safe  conlracts  and
rm king thasn By mwans of perfect
dummy-play booknsyils,
AE & the cazs with &l
El-ll‘l.nllﬂhuﬂc, their judgment st
level  is  exceliont. For
':Eiﬂ'l Wi, Tveris i 8 hand from che
miich belwoen North Amerira
ang Framce in the 18974 World
Champeomsnip. soath daalt, with
Enst-iv ezt vulnerabie

. us.s'r EAST
o .7
w 1.14 W EOEY
+ KI#63 # ADTE
A]tm.z & QJws

In batl mwvme South np-q-m-d'

wilth a pre-empiive bid of 15

When @ Fremsh  pair  wers .

Easl-West. they allowed  thess.

'-| a1 b goaded lwis 'hld-:.";m:
a hopeidad glam

SOUTH WEST NORTH - EAST
iR NBE &5 Dicashle:
NHE iNT NB b, 1
NE [iTh Np NE
NEH

1 have alwavs m.I.II'HMnH Hﬂlt
nmic rn:n{ _1::'I srclr;:u of
satlalactor wit uﬂunsl" T
smptive hids B o 1-:nep§ I;u
they will cocasinnally he sieopss
ful im  preventing” you  from
reaching vouwr enrreed coniract.
Yioig 1rrI-L make L,m'“‘ worse of
Yol iry 18 purmish the npponssis
ans] {um voursell too high az &

The
AR O

b T

Morth  American  icam
first-ratn  judgmeent on
aminn Murray and Kebety

passd AU pnd  collected  ina,
whiig their i¢adi-mates in jhe
other room dotbled 35 gnd

arared ansthor 500,
L Rin Markuas, 187§ :

Teone THE GCurRNAN"
/1§ - ) POTA

wwumnw Yorl Tiom

- VENICE, Italy, May I4—
North America defeated Ttaly,
‘14to &, bere thiz afternnop
a match of exciting deals and
Awild swings.
+ This permits the American
team, for which Eric Murray
&nd EEI'!.'i Kebela of Toronio
iwebe i fine {orm, e shase
the load wlih  the Italian
yworld thampiens after seven
wrounds of gualifying play. T0F
thess iwo teams  eventually
-meet in the final, A9 most
cheervers capect, Lba Amer-
Ieans will carey-over two or
Intercational  match
points, & neglipible amount.
in othsr matches this al-
termeat; Brazil bad a difficule
match against  Indon
winning 12 s 8, whils France
g:lul&i HWaw Fealand, 18 10
¥
The victoryspoint stand.
ivrz after 7 af the 10 guali-
g roucdd, were first,
ard  Morth America,
IW* 3d, Brazil, 81: -4th,
France, 5& oth, Indanesia.
47, ard EUL. Now Zealand, 7.
At the half-way stags In
the -#lghth round  tosight,
North  America Ird Brazil hv
A7 paints; ltaly ted New Zea-
land bv 14 points and France
[ad Indonesia by 8 poipts.

A Rermarkable Dezl

The mas  remarkabis
 deal of the championships
“go far accurred o the fifth
gualifying round - yesterday,
when  Merth  America met
France, Both feame peached
six clubs by different rootes,

Murray for North America
cpened the Scouth hand with
-pae tlub, and jumped to foar
clubs when his pariner sog.
grsted  slam  with & - jumsp
shift of two diamonds, The
jump rebid af four clubs
Felmply showed & solid suit
and did nmot imply exira
values. Michel Lebel, in con-
teast, did ot chodse €0 uﬁ
the bBldding = South, L
the skam ww gilll repchad.

At bioth tables, the open-
k[ng Jead was the spadeace,
niffed by the leclarer. Bodh
~Boath nIaL Row Tegreiied
kat they had not reached &
(Erand slam, wince 13 tricks
| were available with normal
yBreaks In the mipor swiwa
| However, thoy changed their
‘minds when they plsved
| two high trumps and West
discarded a hesari A spade
LA lhrnwn from - Eummy,
pard then s heart on the thifd
fhigh  tramp, (A - douhie-
|durnms' it would have beon
(right ta throw o dizmand)
i The moment of truth ars

-rl-.:d whefi - South then bes

| pan  to Tum famnnds,
Apainst Mormay, East made

- By ALAN TRUSCOTT

NORTH

&
& AKQIOA52
East mnd West wers wul-
nesable, The bidding

Soulh West Norh  Fast

| & Pass 2O Pama

4 Pozs 4 Pasa

4 Pass 4 N.T. Pass -
H & Pass 64  Pazs
Pass  Pass

West Isd the gpade ace,

the mistake of ruffing. and
therely  endplayed himself,
He returned Lbe spade eighs,
and If‘l‘.l:; mﬂa Iht:u;ht Mtlh;
ray made the winnmg

of discarding a heart, 51;"
making & spade trick in the
dummy and brrgmg homa
the &lam,

His play was wellreason-
ed. If Weat held the spade
king. the slam was doomed,
gince  Wost  would  surely
bove entered the Biddi
m'utiqpﬂe :guh il ha had EEI;:
ace-king of spades and kir

of hearts,

In the roplay, Mask Blumen-
thal fof the Aces resicted the

tation 1o ruff the sec-
ond dizmond lead, or indeed
any of dumimy’s diimoad win-
negy. South riaffed the {ifth
diamond, but could do noth-
ing when East discarded n
Edem The pasition was now

NORTH
l‘ 210
AQ

..|..._.
WEST EAST
& 75 "
L85 oKl
b = "
* — & 1

SOUTH

* UL,

087

£ —

& 108

1t was mow passible to
thitw East In with & trump
lead, mat the dummy wes

anueezed in  th=  progess.
Whichever suit  Soath dis.
carded from & + biecams

tafe for Blomenthal to lend.
The Aces galned 14 internas
tional match painis.

GIVE A %10 & EREAK
THE FRESH &I8 FUND,
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l Bridge

Minor problem

| An unhappy orphan, largely
~ neglected by teachers and
- text-books alike, is the game
contract in a minot-suit. The
beginner planning to play in
a game contract is advised to
select a major suit or no-
trump. “When should I play
in five clubs or five dia-
monds?” he asks, and gets the
answer “never.” One should
never use the word “never”
in bridge generalizations,
which is itself a statement for
logicians to ponder over.

If one suit is completely ex-
posed, the notrump contract
must obviously be rejected.
But if the opponents have no
suit they can run immediately,
the decision may be very dif-
ficult. The experts in the
world championship team
final in Venice in May faced
this problem on two consecu-
tive deals.

WEST EAST
" 40Q95 AHAJ 3
©KQ1040 5
OKJI9 40A108653
S A7 &5 4 2

- After an opening bid from
South, the most desirable con-
tract on these hands is clearly
five diamonds, preferably
played by East. This contract
succeeds whenever South has

- the heart ace, which is likely,
or North has the spade king,

- which is unlikely — always

provided, of course, that the

declarer avoids the loss of a

trump trick.

Neither team solved this
problem. The Italians rested
cautiously in three diamonds,
while the Americans played
three no-trump and made nine
tricks since the opposing clubs
were obligingly split four-
four.

On the very next deal Eric
Murray and Sam Kehela of
Toronto reached five clubs as
shown. This time three no-
trump would have been easy
j and five clubs was precarious.
! In general the ll-trick con-
| tract should only be preferred

if there are at least nine cards

in the potential trump suit in

- the combined hands. Here

By Alan Truscott
b
NORTH ’
108
V7432
S AQJ95
$AQ
WEST | EAST
#KQ9543 ®6
10 T AQJI985
01083 OK642
#1043 e 46 2
SOUTH (D)
SAJT2
K6
o7
& KJI9875
THE BIDDING:
East and West were vulnerable.
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
14 Pass 10 10
1@ Pass Y, Dbl.
3% Pass 4 & Pass
5& Pass Pass Pass
West led the heart ten.

there were only eight trump.

The first few actions were
clearcut, and then at his sec-
ond turn North bid two hearts,
a cue-bid announcing a desire
to be in game but some un-
certainty about the right suit.
South completed a picture of
his . distribution by bidding
three clubs and North raised.
A further cue-bid of three
hearts from North might have
been preferable, in which case
South would have shown his
heart stopper by bidding
three no-trump.

Kehela played well to make
11 tricks, but he could have
been defeated. The defense
began with a heart to the
ace and a heart ruff. West
followed with the spade Kking,
and the ace won. Now the
only hope was io make use
of dummy’s diamonds to dis-
pose of the losing spades.

Trump entries were needed
to dummy, so diamonds had
to be attacked at once. East’s
bidding suggested that he held
the king, so South was on
reasonably firm ground in
leading to the ace and taking
a ruffing finesse. The problem
came at thé next trick, after
the queen had won and South

had disposed of one of his
spade losers.

South had to assume that
West held the diamond ten
but had to guess whether it
would drop on the next round.
He guessed right by reflecting -
that East would very prob-
ably have covered the dia-
mond queen with the king if
he had begun with a three-
card holding. So the diamond
jack was led and covered with
the king. South ruffed, noted
with pleasure the appearance
of West’'s ten, and drew
trumps ending in dummy. The
nine-five of diamonds were
now available for two spade
discards, and five clubs was
made.’

East-West could have capi-
talizea on the North-South
Aecision to play five clubs by
brilliant defense. Strangely
enough, the contract would
have been doomed to fail if
East has shifted to the spade
six at the second trick, or if
West had discarded a dia-
mond instead of ruffing the
heart return. West’s third
trump was vitally needed
to stop South from making
effective. use of dummy’s
diamonds. H



Italy, the host country and defending
titlist at the 20th World Bridge Team
Championship, allowed its challengers a
glimpse of the Bermuda Bowl, but it was
only a brief one. At a victory banquet in
Venice's posh Lido Casino following the
tournament last week, the coveted tro-
phy was once again claimed by the Ital-
ians. Giorgio Belladonna, Benito Garoz-
zo and Pietro Forguet, all members of
Italy’s famed Blue Team, had proved in
the final that a hand that includes three
Blues is enough to beat four Aces and a
pair of Canadians, which is what North
America’s bridge forces had pinned their
hopes on.

This is Italy’s 12th Bermuda Bowl vic-
tory and 15th world title since the Blue
Team began competing in 1957. France
won the World Team Olympiad in 1960,
and in 1970 and 1971, when no member
of the Blue Team played, North Amer-
ica’s Aces brought home the bowl. Al-
though this year’s Italian victory came
by the comparatively low margin of 29
international match points, one can only
wonder when—if ever—the seemingly
unbeatable Blues will begin to lose their
finesse. Belladonna, Garozzo and For-
quet gave a scintillating performance,
aided only in part by Benito Bianchi, Sol-
dano de Falco and Arturo Franco.

Six teams entered the double round
robin that began this year’s tournament.
For three of them the outcome of this
five-day grind was virtually a foregone
conclusion. Italy, North America and
Brazil needed only to go through the mo-
tions to qualify for the semifinals. On the
other hand, New Zealand, making its
bow as the representative of the recently
created Australasian zone of the World
Bridge Federation, did what could be ex-
pected of a team with no previous world
championship experience—it finished
last. So the only question was whether
Indonesia, the Far East champion, or
France, representing Europe because It-
aly was appearing as the defender, would
gain the fourth position. Indonesia suc-
ceeded only to lose heavily to Italy in the
semifinals, while North America easily
defeated Brazil. So, just as it has in all
but three of the last 15 world champi-
onships, the battle for the bowl came
down to Italy vs. North America—or in
this case, Aces Bobby Wolff, Bob Ham-
man, Bobby Goldman and Mark Blu-
menthal reinforced by Canadian stars
Eric Murray and Sammy Kehela.

BRIDGE / Charles Goren

No way fo beat the Blues

Four Aces and two top Canadians couldn’t do it, even though only half—

albeit the stronger half—of Italy’s distinguished Blue Team played

Going into the 96-deal final, the hopes
of nonplaying captain Ira Corn were
high. His team had beaten Italy in one
of its two round-robin matches, giving
North America a two-point advantage to
carry into the final. But that very slight
edge was more than erased on the first
deal when the Italians won six IMPs. For
a while the match remained close, but
then Italy began forging the ‘‘comfort-
able™ 48-IMP lead it held before the last
32-deal session. That was when Wolff-
Hamman, winners of the 1974 World
Open Pair Championship, and Murray-
Kehela caught fire. The three Blues plus
Bianchi, who had been playing through-
out the final—de Falco and Franco sat
it out—failed to score a single IMP on
the next 10 boards as the North Amer-
icans staged a 43-point blitz, cutting the
Ttalians’ lead to a precarious five. On-
lookers wondered if the time had come
when Italy could no longer win with only
three of its stars.

But the gates were slammed shut as the
Blues once again displayed the superior
slam bidding that has distinguished their
performances for lo, these many years.
In the end, their final margin of 29 points
was a clear, if not so overwhelming,
mark of victory.

The standard of play on both sides was
high. However, the brilliant exploits of
the world champions have been set forth
so often before that it may not be amiss
to chronicle a hand that was amusing—
at least to the large majority of Italians
watching the play via Vu-Graph. When
the following deal appeared on the
screen, Italian rooters were gloomily
aware that Forquet and Bianchi had tak-
en a phantom sacrifice, going down 800
points at five clubs doubled against Mur-
ray-Kehela’s four-spade contract, which
could not have been made. This
minus score appeared to augur a hand-
some swing for the North Americans,
even if Wolff, one of the world’s
leading players, went down a trick

at three no trump. But things happened.

With only four top tricks in the major
suits, Wolff needed five club tricks to
bring home his contract. Fast had opened
the bidding; West had made a weak bid
based on a long suit. So Wolff elected to
finesse the 10 of clubs after winning the
first spade. This lost to the jack and a
spade continuation knocked out declar-
er’s last stopper. Dummy was entered
with the ace of hearts and the club
finesse was repeated. It was a play that
was called for by the bidding, but it was
not exactly a success. Belladonna. with
his virtual bust, wound up collecting

Both sides vulnerable
East dealer

NORTH
& A
¥ AS654
¢ 932
& 10653
WEST EAST
& J1098762 $» 543
Y1073 Yaqiz2
4 10 ® AKQ7TE6
d KJ 87
SOUTH
KQ
s K9
$ J854
d AQ942
EAST SOUTH WEST NORTH
(Garozzo) (Wolff)  (Belladonna) (Hamman)
1 4 1 NT 3 & 3 NT
PASS PASS PASS

Opening lead: jack of spades

seven tricks against three no trump.
East’s top diamonds took three more
and the 800-point loss was reduced to a
net deficit of only 200 as South went
down six!

Later on, the usually conservative For-
quet, playing East on the deal shown on
the next page, let the opponents escape
from a trap and lost 790 points instead
of collecting a quiet 200 against four
hearts not doubled as the North Ameri-
can East-West pair had done in the closed
room. Sammy Kehela, East at the other

continued
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