Eric Murray

An oddly matched pair of Toronto
bridge players have been instrumental in
keeping Canada in the foreground of inter-
national bridge competition.

Sammy Kehela and Eric Murray have
played together since 1959 and they make
an unnerving combination at the bridge
table.

Kehela, short, dark and a bit lazy, gives
an impression of sleepy confidence and
machine-like accuracy. Murray is fair, built
like a football player, puffs enormous cigars
and admits he doesn’t mind at all if his
clouds of smoke bother his opponents. A
busy lawyer, “with far too many hobbies,”
he brings the style of a courtroom tactician
to the bridge table.

“Eric has a bustling kind of game,” says
Kehela. “‘He makes more mistakes than I do,
but tends to gum up the works and induce
opponents to make errors.”

Murray says Kehela is the “solid” player
of the partnership and works out most of
their theory.

“I like to stir things up a bit, produce a
bit of action and play a bit of poker in the
middle of the bridge game.

“l play the table. Sammy plays the
percentage.”

56p.8

Canada’s Murray and Kehela

By Canadian Press

Murray, with another partner, was the
first Canadian to play in the Bermuda Bowl,
in 1962 when the North American team
finished second. Kehela has been to the
Bowl three times as a non-playing coach to
advise the North American team.

They reached the top in the bridge world
by routes as different as their personalities.
Neither started playing bridge until he was
at university, although both suspect their
interest in the game can be traced to their
parents.

Kehela’s father used to spend hours
playing whist, a forerunner of bridge.

“I guess 1 was fascinated by the game,
because I can remember climbing down
from my second-floor bedroom to watch
them playing.”

UNIVERSITY START

Sammy, a bachelor, was born in
Baghdad. His Jewish family fled to India in
1941 after a narrow escape from a progrom,
during a German-inspired anti-Semitic
revolution.

He first played bridge at the University
of California, Berkeley, and started playing
seriously in London, after dropping out of
university because of poor health.

He found he could make a living teaching
and playing and after two years in London,
he came to Toronto.

Murray became a bridge player at
McMaster University in his hometown,
Hamilton. He says bridge is “‘the best game
ever devised,” but he is also an enthusiast
for a flock of other sports and hobbies. He’s
a hockey and football fan, plays tennis,
squash and badminton, fishes, skindives,
collects stamps and breeds tropical fish.

The two use a style of bidding, which
Murray dubbed Colonial Acol, after per-
fecting it in the 1950s while playing with
Charles Coon. It's a compromise between
the flexible British system, perfected by
London’s Acol Bridge Club, and the more
rigid systems of North America.

“We play the least complicated system in
North America today,” Murray says. The
basic advantage is that the plaver can adapt
the bidding to peculiarities of his hand.

Kehela calls the rigid Italian bidding
system “hidebound.”

Bridge Digest

AGGRESSIVE STYLE

Apart from bidding, the Murray-Kehela
style is generally aggressive. -

“If we err it is in the bidding,” according
to Murray.

Kehela agrees and suggests Murray is the
better bidder of the two. “But his chief
attribute is his power of concentration and a
fantastic desire to win.”

Murray doesn’t entirely agree with this
measurement. He likes to think a lot of his
success is due to his law ftraining and
knowledge of poker, which helped him
develop a table “presence” that often un-
nerves opponents. :

Both admit having more than their share
of ego.

“It’s a necessary quality for a good
bridge player,” Kehela says. “The only
problem is that it can get out of hand and
there are a few Cassius Clays in the bridge
world.”

The two are almost apart when it comes
to social bridge. To Murray, bridge is the
“deadliest sport in the world today.”

“It requires the absolute maximum in
concentration. Drop a trick and you can
destroy yourself.”

Little wonder he gets no enjoyment out
of the social game; to him all good games
are serious.

He likes to compare a bridge champion
plaving social bridge with tennis star Rod
Laver “going out for a couple of mixed
doubles at the local club.”

“There just has to be decent com-
petition.”

NEED STAMINA

Kehela, on the other hand, still enjoys
social bridge and says he isn’t bothered
much by playing with relative newcomers to
the game. “Perhaps it’s because I've taught
the game so much.”

Both men agree on the position of
women in bridge. They doubt a woman will
ever make the top rank, although they often
excel.

As Kehela puts it: “At the very highest
level they haven’t the physical stamina,
concentration or killer instinct that’s
needed.”

May, 1973

Sammy Kehela

Marriage and husband-wife bridge
partnership just isn’t feasible, according to
Kehela.

“It couldn’t survive. You see. in most
bridge partnerships there is a real hate-love
relationship and sometimes you're simply
not simpatico with your partner.

“Eric and I are very good friends but at
key contests I just have to be away from
him after awhile. We just scem to get on one
another’s nerves.”

Both were asked whether one hand or
play stands out above all others in their
memories.

Murray recalled the 1961 competition
for the Vanderbilt Cup, when he bid a
contract of six hearts and was doubled. “In
the other room they went down 800 points
in the same contract, but I made it.”

Kehela’s recollections were a lot dif-
ferent. He doubts he’ll ever forget a hand
during the 1966 world tournament at St.
Vincent, Italy.

“It was a straightforward hand which we
quickly bid to three notrump. For some
reason 1 must have blacked out for a
moment. I went down one, when one of my
pupils would have made an overtrick.

“I didn’t sleep much that night.”

56p.9
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Bridge has preczswn an

)

Sam Kehela and his partner, Eric Murray, are ranked among the
top 10 tournament bridge players in the world. They are
unquestionably the best in Canada — they live in Toronto. They say
it is a combination of competitive spirit, ego and lasting con-
ceniration that wins at tournament bridge, a card game mixing the
precise science of chess and the bluff and table awareness of poker.
(CP Photo)
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By RON SUDLOW

TORONTO (CP) — Sam Kehela
and Eric Murray live only a few
blocks away from each other in
this city of more than two million
but they see each other only over a
bridge table.

And the table is more likely to be
in Stockholm, New York, London
or Miami than in Toronto.

Murray and Kehela are
unquestionably the top tournament
bridge pair in Canada and
probably among the first five in the
world.

Their partnership has endured 15
years amid the tension of in-
ternational competitions that
would make basket cases of
millions of mere mortals who play
the game.

Bridge partnerships at the
national and international level
have all the security of a
Hollywood marriage.

Murray and Kehela say the
secret of their success is never to
see each other socially and never
to talk to each other at the table.

Whenever either makes a bad
bid or a bad play, “there’s no
discusssion at the table what-
soever,” says Murray.

“We have come to an un-
derstanding that there is value in a
long-standing partnership.
Misunderstandings are kept to an
absolute minimum.”

Game breeds tension

Kehela says if they met socially,
“we’d get on each other’s nerves.”

Playing bridge can be
dangerous. Kehela recalls one
incident where two Americans had
to be separated by bystanders
when they nearly came to blows.

Murray says bridge ‘“‘is an in-
fectious game.”

“It grabs people. It is so
fascinating it gets a hold of people
and destroys them.”

Top tournament bridge, where
the prizes are only trophies, ‘‘is not
a ladies’ tea party.”

Murray recalls an episode in a
Canadian tournament when one
player clobbered his partner over

g
-

ind awareness

the head with the aluminum board
that contains the duplicate bridge
hands.

In another incident, when a
player made the wrong opening
lead, his partner called him ‘a
moron, an idiot and a cretin.”

The offending player admitted
that yes, indeed, he was a moron,
an idiot and a cretin.

‘““He also admitted he was
somewhat sloppy and proceeded to
dump the contents of an ashtray
over his partner.”

Practicses law

Murray is a 45-year-old, well-
heeled Toronto lawyer. A pillar of
several establishment clubs, he’s
married to another lawyer and is
active in law reform.

Kehela, 39, came to Canada in
1959 by way of Baghdad, London
and Berkeley, Calif., and lives in a
first-floor, one-bedroom apartment
festooned with bound volumes of
bridge magazines, trophies and a
poster blow-up of Humphrey
Bogart glowering over the dining
table.

Kehela has no visible means of
support. He just plays bridge.

Murray, in contrast, plays the
game infrequently, parcelling out
only a few weeks of the year to
participate in top competitions,

Both will be busy in May. First

it’s the world pairs competition in;

the Canary Islands. They placed
fifth of 128 pairs when the event
was last held in 1970,

Tackle Blue Team

Then they go to Venice with the
North America team put together
by Dallas millionaire entrepreneur
Ira Corn in the Bermuda Bowl —
the game’s World Series and
Stanley Cup rolled into one.

The North Americans will be
trying to oust Italy’s awesome Blue
Team which has yet to lose in
world team competition.

Murray and Kehela have
represented Canada in four team
Olympiads. The team was fourth in
1964 and third in 1968 and 1972.

They also played on six-member
teams that have won the North

American champlonshxp six times
— twice on all-Canadian teams.
How good are they?
“To play winning bridge, you
have to believe that you are the |

best,” Murray says. Kehela is a
little more modest.

“Itis very difficult to rank bridge
players. We're one of the top pairs -
in the world. But does that mean '
top 100 or top 107

“I’d say the top 10. That is more
or less conceded.”

Styles contrast
About the only thing they have in
common at the bridge table is their
cigars.

Murray is the mover and shaker
in the bidding. Kehela provides the
computer-like mind to analyse the
hands.

“Sammy is one of the world’s
greatest technical players,” says
Murray.

“Eric’s forte is bidding which is
90 per cent of the game,” adds
Kehela.

“I'm the pitcher and he's the
catcher,” says Murray. “I like to
put my opponents under pressure.

T like lots of action. If there’s
going to be a bad error, it will come
from my side of the table.”

Murray “fires a few spitballs,”
Kehela observes wryly.

Murray and Kehela say winning
bridge is a combination of com-
petitive spirit, ego and con-
centration — the latter being
difficult to maintain over a 10-day
tournament.

Ego is important, says Kehela,
but it can’t be the type where
partners try to prove they are
better than each other.

As for concentration, Murray
can pick any of 25 deals he plays in
an evening and reconstruct all four
hands perfectly. _

Once he was zeroed in on his
hand and the bidding when the
woman seated to his right asked
“Are you not going to speak to
me?"”

It was his mother.



| Bridge:

it By ALAN TRUSCOTT s

If a group of top experts
were asked to name the best
six players in North America
in ranked order, there would
be considerable disagreement

~about the top spot. But it is

a safe bet that every list
would include quiet, tena-
cious Sam Kehela of Toronto,
who has been an outstanding
performer since he settled in
Canada as a very young man
nearly two decades ago.

His partnership with Eric
Murray, as ebullient as Ke-
hela is reticent, has been the
linchpin of Canadian interna-
tional teams since 1960.

In the last three Olympiads,
they have carried their team
to the semifinal stage, and,in
two straight years they car-
ried off the Spingold Team
title with Canadian team-
mates in the face of powerful
United States opposition.

; More recently they scored a
i convincing victory
! Deauville

in the

tournament, in

- which eight of the world's

| of playinfg

best pairs compete by invi-
tation,

Kehela has no superiors
and few equals in the art
a difficult dummy.
Many of those who have
doubled him in haste have
repented at leisure, as South
did on the di ed deal
from the Vanderbilt Knock-

out Team Championship in

St. Louis last month,
Not Easy to Reach
Three no-trump would have

been an easy contract for:

North-South, but this was
not easy to reach after East
opened with a weak two-bid
in diamonds. When this was
passed around to Murray in
the North seat, he made a
take-out double. Kehela, in
difficulty, tried two hearts,
not so much because his
hearts were stronger than his
spades as because the cheap-
est three-card suit is usually
the least evil In such a situ-
ation.

Murray saw no reason to
look for any contract other
than four hearts, and this
provoked West to make a
slightly greedy double. His
trump length and strength,
combined with a misfit in his
partner’s  diamond  suit,
seemed to offer good defen-
sive prospects, but Kehela
was able to teach him a
sharp lesson,

The openint% diamond lead
was won with the ace, and

" the heart seven was led at

the second trick. Guided by

A Toronto Player Is Ranked
Among 6 Best Contestants

the double, South was ready
to take a deep finesse. But as
West had betrayed his strong
trumps he decided he had
better put up the ten.

The king won in dummy,
and the declarer took the
club ace and led the ten to
his jack. He finessed the

spade queen successfully,
and after cashing one more
club winner reached this
position:
RTH
A4
0 A93
O 8
WEST *9 EAST
S K106 4 J9
0 QJI52 Q — :
o — O KQJI43
& — & —
SOUTH
A 87
O 84
O 965

The club queen was led
and South discarded a spade.

West ruffed and played the .

heart queen. The ‘ace of
hearts, the ace of spades and
a spade ruff gave the de-
clarer nine tricks, and the
heart nine in dummy was a
tenth. As Kehela was the
first to admit he would not
have made the game but for
the clue provided by West's
double.
L 3

Today’s Hand

& J95
North and South were vul-
nerable. The bidding:

East South West North
2¢ | Pass Pass Dbl.
Pass 20 Pass 40
Pass  Pass Dbl. Pass
Pass  Pass

West led the diamond seven.




" CONTRACT BRIDGE

By B. JAY and
STEVE BECKER

West dealer.
Meither side vulnera-
b
NORTH
AEKQIO2
TAKZ
L
J87

& ]85
WEST EAST
& 104

=G0
YOES ® 1097
& 1G4 *AHY
&AKIGS D42
SOUTH
& AT
LT
*0UT6I
& Qd

The bedding:

West MorthEast Seuth
Pass | &  Pass | NT

Pags TNT Pass ANT

Opening fead — aix of
Cluhes,

This deal. played in
an lmtercily  ourma-
menl “aged in Tokvi
in 1983, occurred dur-
ing a li-biard match
between  London  and
Montreal. At both
Lables, the final oon-
trach  was  theess  no-
trump and the opening
lead '.E'as a low ::Dtma :

Ihe British declarer
al the first pabde wiom
Fiast's ten of chibs with
the: queen and played o
low diamond towards
durmmy, hoging 1 e
ther win 1he Irick or, i
the: kimg bt 10 the ace,
o find the clubs divid-
el 4. But East tonk

I the king with the ace,

Lol

. eminemly

returnesd & club, and
the comiract  quickly
went dowT one.

Al the secomd tabbe,
Cansidian  South,
Sami Kehela, won the
club lead and immedi-
ately cashed five spade
iricks, maintaining his
Cchivnce to findd the clubs
equally divided, but ot
the same time compel-
ling the oppoments to
make  whitt  righi
prove o e embarriss.
ing discards.

Kehela discarded a
heart and wo daa-
monds  on  dummy’s
spades, while West wis
forced to discard all
three of his diamomds
im order toe retsEn all
his clubs and hearts.

Gauging  the  situa-
tion perfectly, Kebela
niow caskhied the ace of
hearts and then exiied
from dummy with 1he
eight of ciubs, com-
pletely  ignoring  ihe
E-J of disrnomds. This
reethend of play proved
sucoessful,
from: | declarer's  poini
of view,

West ook his four
chub tricks bur found
hm=all il on
with the Q-8 of hearts.
Dummy's last  iwo
cards, afier dizcarding
the K-I of diamands,
consisted of the K-2 of
hearts. while declarer,
whi had discarded the
(-7 of diamonds,

| retained only the J-6 of

hearts. East at  this
piind had the ace of
divmonds, bwt 4t had
kst all bts glintering
Wi s,

It did

i mat e

bead -

wiether ‘West  next
nlayed the eight or the
queen of earis  be
cause,  either  way.
Kehela would score the
lase  two  tricks  and
make the coniract

BRIDGE ¢

James Jacoby
RNONTH AT Y
®ETET
ra
FEI&N
Ll FLT

it FasT
L] (RT3
TURIAI4 WEgQRI
L] 4y
LASUET] $iyTE

SHTH
L L]
wir
$Qdasan
L

Nuliseralile Maiifer
Deiler Fad
LTI I T P
i Fim
v Ol Ewdnl
Faas  Paan D6 Fam
Fams  Pum
Dipazaiing liad B4

What are the guolities
that make w great bridge
parinership? 1 can't name
them all, bul high on the
List wisuidd be knowing each
other's tesdencies, in bolk
the badding amd the play,

Today's defenderd wore
Eric Murray sitting Wesl
and Sammy Kehela sttting
East Their opposing
declnrer was Poul Soboway.
All were compoting in 8o
infernationg] ieam event in

! S0mE yEars ago.

Yoo see the dlsgrammed
idding. Mow for the play
After the pce of dinmopds
lead, Murray shifled to tha
Jheart eight, & card which
from East's poini of view
was umesgally high. After
winning with the aco,
declarer pleayed a spade
from d‘:gnm}. |

HEehels thomght i@ unlikely
that his partner would laad
the diamwood oo uniess it
was & singleton [n adedition,

‘s gecond Jead of a

iigh heart (the sight)
r.-gnr' than o low one sug-
gested thal ke wanted o

p & digmond. Further-
mare, it was well known
that inturn&tmna!gﬂ
Soloway enjoyed surprising
his vpponents. What  could
b more surprising than to
have a six-card side swit
(diamonds ) hrking in tha
bushes? Kebeln wend righl
up wilh ihe spade ace and
gave a diamond ewfl o
real, whose club noe 38
the coptrsct. Kaheln knew
his parimer and his cppo-
nent.

BY CHARLES GOREN
ARD OMAR SHARIF
0180 Trinusa CoOmpany Synili s, b
Here's a chanee to mateh
vour technigue against
Toronla's Sammy Hehels,
ome of Lhe worlds mastor
technislans, Just cover the
East-West hands with your
thumbs and plan the play al
Bix no trump after a diamond
fad
Mote that Kebela carefully
pvpided playing in n sult can-
trnet, AL o suil slam he mighi
have been at the mercy of o
brenk in his trump suit. At
six mo trump he might gel

e &Y
BRIDGE ¢+

James Jacoby

bome il either major suit
behaved kindly. Note that six
spades requires as [naplred
guess in the trump sult, and
Lhat six hearts might fail if
the defenders’ hands were
reverzed.

Hehels won the dismond
lead in dumeny ond cashed
the king- ace of hearts. When
West showed owt o the
second bearl, declarer
unblocked dummy's ten. Hp
crossed Lo the table with the
bigh diamond and took 1he
marked heart finesse. Afier
pashing Lhe gqueen al

GOREN BRIDGE

diamonds, he ran ihe heart
st
Beth vuloerable. MNarthk
deals.
NORTH
+AKEIDSTA
bl U1 ] 31
CAKLD
&3
WEBT EAST
* JENZ LY |
79 TATAR
o JIRT o643
& ASEd & QIIDST
SOUTH
s 5
TAKQRI
O Q5
& K52
The bidding
Narth Esst
1% Pam
3% Pam
4% Pam

Bouth West
2% Pam
17 Pam

A NT Pass

MOH T T
&K1
o1
LI EE!
TARGSE
SLF] *HTES
Yiod {11
L ERLF] #ET
&lupei SIom
MMTH
L FRLT
WARKJIE
#LEQS
&
Valnerable, Nesier
Tlealer Somth
Pam W Pum oW
FPem oW Fas Fam
iam
Crpening lrast 43
For exrfiemeni ard glarmos oo the
international brdge rirtus, Loy Teedn:
| yaary
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‘BRIDGE

by TERENCE REESE

Wou can't judge i book by s cower, as thay
v @'l judge & hare by it looks
Thim deal lrom tha qualibyeng reund of bhe
Paira Qlyenpind seoms ordinary arough. but
o b e My axoiing advenbonas

Daabar, Wast Lowa all

nay,

743
nE

P g 3
- |

AKOQDL3

L

BagmEn was:

& 4010 M
& 4
3= 8

'Y EE]
H]

Wast coorec]
Infemting

fuar.

Joa Amsbury, sdiles of Popwiar Bricige
Whanithly, opered the Wast hand wih an
[t Inative 1MT. Adler teo pesses Souih
diunked. Mewsr ane G0 run away fram
danger, Amehury pastad. and 5o did Nerih
anfcipating sn saky SO0 or so. His ead? 4

1

At arcther b e Conadian champ
bone, SAurriy aind Hakia, wsre J
Bayrg the mulli-ooiounes Two Digmonags.
Wine coened Two Dlamoneli, Signafying. m
A rubl, 3 waak Twa bid in ora of the majors
Tha arthodox respanss for East s
Huarks, but he choss Two Spades. 0 can-
i] tuse the cppossan, South bid Thres Chbs
| ard Morth 3WT Mow @ spade loed would
| mawo been splendid - bl Mursy chose o

Ensl-wast

Witen Jean Basso, of Switbarand. was
South, Wai apened with & nesmal Thees
Spaches, Easl mised to Four Spedes defen-
prnty, and Joan ventuned Five Clubs. i

Waal ked a spacs South rofled, dres
Erianfs, and sntersd dummy 1o rult ancshar
apada. Afber bag Fang rounds of honris e

v
~ we ¥
&

APpr Ape of haars @nd o spade rull East
wis cowm 1o 8 AD9. South isd e B and
povered wih e Jacs bt
daclamec'es & 10 won the et ok It s
bo reie that evan IF East's
gamands ane A0 x ha cannol pscaps e
mred @lay: i i fhe ‘ane-suil squesze pai-

Wi

57 Pas
Pass Pmas
(rpening bead: Mine of &

4 eareless declarer m.ght
have discarded dummy's club
in the hope of making an
overirick, bul not Kebela.
Since he needed only lowr
spade Ericks Lo make his
slam, be discarded iwo af
dummy's spades. Weal,
meanwhile, was forced to
come down to four spades
and the ace of elubs.

Deelarer esshed the gueen
of apades and gueen of
diamonds and, had be been
gifted with second sight, he
would have continued by
finessing dummy's ien of
spatdes. However, he made
the normal play of a spade Lo
the king.

GNT Pam


Nader
Stamp

Nader
Stamp

Nader
Stamp

Nader
Stamp

Nader
Stamp


MRS BRIDC | R e
Heart jack does the trick

By RAY LEE

Over the last 26 years, we have
become used to Eric Murray and
Sammy Kehela being associated
with Canada’s international bridge
successes,

The recent Olympiad in New Or-
leans produced a tide of good re-
sults from new names and faces.

We had two pairs in the top 10 in
the Open Pairs; one pair in the top
20 Women’s Pairs; three pairs in
the top 12 Mixed Pairs, and two
teams in the top 10 in that event.

It was a tremendous showing,
and one that places Canada firmly
on the international bridge stage.

But while most of the attention
focussed on Montreal’s Kokish and
Nagy, who all but won the World
Pairs title, veterans Kehela and
Murray were still turning in their
usual world-class performance. It
was rewarded finally by a 5th place
finish in the Teams.

On this hand from the Open
Pairs, Murray made the jack of
hearts do tricks for him as declar-
er.

NORTH

#A 10982

K

LAT65

#0075
WEST EAST
®Q43 @5
¥A9875 9Qi063
0 J10 Q943
K92 #0843

SOUTH

®KJI76

LARP)

K82

$#AJ6

After an initial pass by Fast,
Kehela opened the South hand one
club. West overcalled one heart.
and Murray bid one spade.

Now Kast, at equal vulnerability,

" found a call of four hearts, and
Murray found himself under severe
pressure after two passes,

After some thought, he elected to
bid four spades.

The defence led a heart to the
ace, and the jack of diamonds was
returned. At first sight, there seem
to be two clubs to lose, a diamond,
and a heart and the queen of spades
w find!

Unperturbed, Murray won the
diamond King, casted the spade
king, and then passed the six. Now

-~ Jand M, Grano

came the ace of spades and a low
diamond.

When West had to win the ten,
the situation for which declarer
was playing had come about. If
West led a club, Murray would have
only one club loser.

Actually, West tried a heart, and
now declarer used his heart jack to
dispose of both club losers.

He pitched a club on this heart,
East winning the queen — and the

jack was set up for the discard of
the other club.

Ii ﬁnu&rm Ehapiro

Datas 1o note for bridge aficionados in
fthie London araa ane Jasuary 24-27 when
The Sunday Times Inbernalional Pairs
Cham wanship will be plaved a1 the
Hyde Park Hodel. Tickets tar the segsicns
{Thursday ewaning, Friday evening, Sat
urday afternoan and svaning, ‘E.ur.m.ay
aftermoon} are awallabile in advance from
MSW Promaotions, 27 Catharing Straat,
Landon, W2 BRIG.

This event has achieved world-wide
famie as lhe preslige pairs compefiton
of tha geason, | chall be rezuming my
Ipa-tnera‘ﬁip wills Jean Basse of Swilzer
lxnd ard amadng e ather 16 Ramous
palrs will he Garrezo and Franto of l'hllj,l'.
L ':-:'lﬁ"“ wd champigns Jand haldens
Joi The Swndey Times), Chagas and
Assumpean of Bragzil, previous winner
Silly Esgenbarg of the LISA, playing with
Dawid Barah of Venezuela, and J. Caine
{ter of the USA. As usual,
ihsere will be ao lack of acticnl

Althaugh it has reappeared recantly in
the literature, the following hand p.h?_nd
oy Canadian Sammy Kehela in The
Swnday Fimes ia well worth repreducing.
Mesther e nar his pasirer are known as
cavticus bidders &0 il was no surprise

ARS
i9rs
AJD3
CE
653 M QJdidaE
Q83 105
: W W E BE2
THIT! 3 983
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Qo
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that they wound fhair way 1o a highly It

opfimigtic giz-hegla conteasl
Lat us be fair - if vou lake a look at fhe
Morth 5 cards it & 4 kairly awlul con-
tract and a sight of the Easl-Wesd casds
does nathing o encourage you, MNever.
theless, Sammy cams to 12 fricks atbar
A &pade lead.
He won the apening lead and played off
the Ace and Hing of trumps Hig
smctions must hawe been mized when
both cpponents {olfawed suif - the gaod
news; bul the Queen did not fall - tha
had news, One thing was absolutaly
certain; ke neadad the dizmaond firasss
to be right, The Queen of diamonds was
covared by the King and Ace. | looked
all too sasy to follbw up with a club
finesse but Kehela spothed thal he had
exlra chances. First he playsd off
dummy’s remaining top spade and.ruffed
4 spade in hand, Then he cashed the
el af the winning diamonds, throwing a
£lul fram hand.
AL gy can s=s, West was not keeq 1o
riff this 1or he would then be left an
lmad with nothing buwl clubs to play.
Insiead he digcarded bul declarer,
gming himeall every possible chance,
ot oft lead with his la2! fremp. He st
wad the club fmesas in redsres but as
the cards lay 'Wes{ waa end-played - he
had to lead & club away from his King
and present South with his 12th trick.
was a wall-plaged hand (poszibly noi
too well bid 7} but thare was nolkling thai
the defenders could do as the cards lay.
If casa there are any more hands like
this, why nol came along to The Sunday
Times Pairg and see soma of the action
for yoursalf 7 One of the attractang will be
Terance Reess commentating on a key
match of Brdgerama curing  svery
SAS5I0N,

& napw hoak that will appea’ ia mast tastes
is Pley Bofter fridge by Rixi Markus,
Atiractive presantation, interesling mat.
erial = and only £3495 (Debopus ksl



Nader
Stamp


Aggressivebidding helped

Canadians at match

Canarla enjovs a most prestigious posi-
tion in international bridge. Having fin-
ished in the top four in three of the last
four World Team Olympiads, we are
generally considered one of the more
vowerful bridge countries in the world.

Much of this success can be attributed
to the exciting pair of Eric Murray and
Sammy Kehela.

Never ones to underbid. their aggres-
=1ve bidding paid off in the following hand
trom the 1972 World Team Olympiads.

North dealer.
Both vulnerable.

NORTH (Kehela)

#5732
CRQIaa?
SALD
L X4}
WEST EAST
SKG64 Q5
Vo8 VAG4
OK964 515
®AK104 $JYETI2
SOUTH (Murray)
4 A _.'l 109
i
Q 873
‘l' Q5
The bidding:
North East South West
Pass Pass 14 Pass
24 Pass 2. Pass
id Pass Pass Pass

Opening lead: King of clubs

Murray’s third hand one spade opening
bid had three things going for it. It made
t more difficult for the opponents to bid
pre-emptive). suggested a lead if the
opponents ended up playing the hand, and
thirdly, suggested a part-score contract.

The bid certainly made Kehela’s hand
look powerful. His two-club bid was artifi-
cial; the Drury convention, which asked if
the third-hand opener was made on full
values. .

Murray’s two diamond response was
afso conventional, indicating sub—minimai
values for an opening bid.

Despite the knowledge that Eric’s lJpen-
ing bid was weak, bamm} s hand looked
s0 good for a spade contract. he jumped

TED
HORNING

Canadian
Bridge

directiy

Card points.

West led the King of clubs, and shifted
to the four of diamonds at trick two. Mur-
rav passed this around to his Queen and
immediately led the heart seven to
dummy's Queen. This was allowed to win
and a low spade was played from the

dummy, When East played low, Murray |

{inessed the nine.
West won this trick with his King, but

was now powerless to defeat the contract. |
He actually led another diamond, but Eric

won this and led a second trump towards
his hand. When the Queen appeared, he
won it with the Ace and drew the last out-
standing trump. He next played the Jack
of hearts, carefully overtaking it with
dummy'’s King. East took his Ace, but
there were no more tricks available to the
defense.

Like many aggressive bid contracts,
there was a line of defense to defeat it.
East missed a chance to use a suif prefer-
ence signal. By playing an unusually high
club at trick one, the Jack, he would have
asked partner to play the higher ranking
of the other two suits. in this case, a heart.

A switch to hearts at trick two will de-
eat the contract if East holds off winning
the first heart lead. Declarer would still
play trumps,
King, he then leads a second heart. East
wins this and returns his last heart. De-
clarer must trump this or West will (for
the fourth defensive trick).

This line of defense prevents declarer
from obtaining four diamond discards on
dummy’s long heart suit. With only three
discards. Eric would have to play dia-
monds himself, thereby losing a diamond
trick as well as one trick in each of the
other suits.

Copynght Toromo Star Syrorcate

to four spades; and there they {
were with a combined total of 19 High

but when West wins the |




