Wins Tourneyv Here

Canadian Bridge Patr

N. American Titlists

By JACK RYAN
Post-Gazette Staff Writer
A pair of Canadians charged on like Royal Northwest
Mounties veslerday and took first place in the final session of
the International Team Trials at the Penn-Sheraton Hotel.
Eric Murrav and Sam Kehela of Toronto completed the rush
ihev starled Wednesday in walloping their opponents yesterday

73-11. They ended the five-day
bridge finals with a score of
475.
Other Qualifiers

In second place were Edgar
Kaplan of New York City and
Norman Kay of Philadelphia
with 460, while Al Roth and
William Root both of New York
City finished third with 426.

These six will comprise the
North American Bridge team
at the World Championships
next May in Miami Beach, Fla.
The non-plaving team captain is
Juiius  Rosenblum, of New
Orleans.

Rosenblum said the tough
competition in the trials
brought out the six best
players who face the formid-
able task of trying to knock
the Ttalian “Blue Team” out
of its lock in world play. The
Italians have taken the world
title for the past seven years
in a row,

Rosenblum said the caliber
of play here would “be good
enough” to win in Miami Beach
and he went on fo express the
hope that the “psychological
factor” of plaving perennial
winners will not aifect the
North American {eam.

The final standings were:

4. B. J. Becker-Mrs.Dorothy
Hayden; 422.

5. Sidney Lazard-George Ra-
pee: 406.

6. Mrs. Hermine Baron-Mever
Schleifer: 387.

10. Lewis Mathe-Robert Ham-
man; 300.5.

Most of those who participated
in the team trials will remain
here for the 10-day ¥Fall National
Championships at which some
4,000 bridge buffs are expected
to play, starting today.

The action will center at the
Penn-Sheraton but several
games are scheduled for the
Roosevelt Hotel. '

The heavy influx of bridge
players caused a major trafiic
jam in the lobby of the Penn-
Sheraton yesterday. The fall
nationals carry with them points
that players may apply to their
total for Life Masier rating—
the gold medal of bridge play.

A Life Master must accumu-
late 300 points and only about
6,500 Americans of the more
than 400,000 players have
reached that rank. ‘

Both the team frials and the
fall nationals are sponsored and
operated by the American Con-
tract Bridge League.
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_ ~ Post-Gazeltte Photo
1967 North American team. L. to r., Murray, Kaplan, Capt. Rosenblum, Kantar, Kehela, Root and Roth.



Bridge:

Italians Crush Americans
To Win 9th World Title

% By ALAN TRUSCOTT s
Special to The New York Times

T.\, IAMI BEACH, June 5—
- The great Italian Blue
Team won the world cham-~
pionship title here yesterday,
crushing the North American
team in the final day of play.
The final score was 338-227,
giving the Italians their ninth
consecutive victory in the
Bermuda Bowl series.

The winning team was
made up of Pietro Forquet of
Naples, Benito Garozzo, Wal-
ter Avarelli, Giorgio Bella-
donna and Massimo D’Aleclio
of Rome, and Camillo Pabis
Ticci of Florence. All of them
played superbly throughout
the final match, with Forquet
and Garozzo carrying the
greatest load by playing with-
out rest until the issue was
decided.

The North American play-
ers began the day 3 interna-
tional match points in arrears
and their title hopes slipped
away without their playing
particularly badly. Edgar
Kaplan of New York and
Norman Kay of Philadelphia
bid an overoptimistic slam,
and their teammates, Eric
Murray and Sam Kehela of
Toronto, had two minor mis-
fortunes,

Alvin Roth and William
Root of New York failed to
reach a reasonable slam con-
tract, and these lapses, comn-
bined with one extremely un-
lucky deal, built the Italian
lead to 45 points at the din-
ner interval,

Moment, of Comie Confusion
Any slight hopes the Amer-
ican team may have had of

cutting back the deficit dis-
appeared when the Italians

~quickly gained 30 more points.

- comic confusion.

The remaining play was
virtually a formality, inter-
rupted only by a moment of
A deal ap-
peared on the Bridge-O-Rama
screen that had been played
an hour earlier, and the or-
ganizers were reluetant to be-

' lieve that the laws of prob-

ability had been suspended. It
proved to be the result of a
backroom recording error.
The biggest swing of the
match occurred on the dia-
grammed deal, on which the
Italians were doubled into
game in both rooms, The deal
might well have been passed

"out, but both East players

chose to open in fourth seat.

On Bridge-O-Rama, Forquet
reached four clubs affer a
competitive auction, and Mur-
ray felt entitled to double
with his two aces opposite an
opening bid. Against op-
ponents who 'were clearly
relying on  distributional
strength rather than high
cards. A trump lead would
have bheen well-judged. How-

~ ever, Murray led the diamond

~ a heart.

seven and when South took
the nine with the ace he led
East won with the

. king and shifted to his single-

3

tor trump, which was ducked
to dummy’s jack,

The declarer cashed the
spade ace, ruffed a spade, and
re-entered dummy with a dia-
mond to the king for another
spade ruff. He ruffed a heart

. and ruffed a diamond, which

West was able to overruff
and lead his remaining trump.
South won with the king and
ruffed out the heart ace. He
gave up a diamond to East
and South’s heart queen made
the last trick to give him the
contract. This somewhat in-
accurate defense gave Italy
710 points.

The  Anjericans  fared

NORTH
& ATS
QJ
O K10852
& JT762
WEST EAST
A 10874y Hh KQ92
O A103 ¢ K982
O T6 O QI3
g ASS & 9
SOUTH (D)
6
; 8 Q7654 o
S A4
o KQ1043
Both sides were vulnerable.
The bidding:
South West North East
Pass Pass Pass 1
1Q 14 Pass Pass
28 2 So3a 38
4 D’ble. Pass Pass
Pass :
West led the diamond
seven, :

equally badly in the closed
room after Avarelli opened in
fourth position with two
clubs, a conventional Roman
System did showing a three-
suited hand of modest
strength. West’s response of
two spades was passed to
Root in the South position,
who ventured a balancing
double,

This could have steered his
side into the desirable club
part-score, but Roth chose to
make a penalty pass with the
North hand, As his
was very likely to have a sin-
gleton spade, this was not a
well-judged action, but he
was perhaps influenced by
the state of the match.

Belladonna, West, had no
difficulty in making nine
tricks for a score of 870, and
Italy gained 17 international
match points on the deal.

-
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By ALAN TRUSCOTT
HE annual misfortune
I | of North American ex-
perts is once niore on
record. Less than eight
weeks after the customary
defeat of the North American
team by the remarkable Ital-
ians in Miami Beach, Fla.,
the book of the 1967 World
Championship is available.
The publisher is the Ameri-
can Contract Bridge League,
125  Greenwich  Avenue,
Greenwich, Conn., 06830, and
the 224-page book sells for
$2.50.
This year the book includes
all 128 deals from the final
match, of which about 40 are

- analyzed in depth. It also

describes about 160 deals
from the qualifying rounds in
which France, Thailand and
Venezuela participated.
Whether the Italians win
consistently because their

- bidding systems are superior,

because they have better
partnerships, or because they
have better technical judg-
ment is a hotly-debated ques-
tion.

Book Helps

The book of the champion-
ship contributes towards an
answer by including a discus-
sion of the differences be-
tween American and Italian
methods. An index covering
a three-year period will help
the serious student to evalu-
ate specific Italian devices.

The following deal from
the book shows one case in
which judgment rather than
system was responsible for
an American loss against

Italy,

NORTH

4 K63

0 9642

O KQJ532
WEST EAST
4 Q1075 & AJ94
0 Q3
o 10 O A97
& A97654 & K
| SOUTH (D)

4 82

© K10

O 864

& QJ10832

East and West were vul-
nerable and the bidding was:

South West North East
Murray GarozzoKehelaForquet
3 & Pass Pass Dbl
Pass Pass  Pass '

American experts tend to
open three-bids at the slight«
est provocation when they
deal and are not vulnerable
against vulnerable opponents.
In this case the preemptive
tactic by Eric Murray came
to grief. West must have
thought that Christmas had
come when three clubs dou-
bled became the final con-
tract.

It is usually wrong to res-
cue a partner who has made
a preemptive bid, but North

might have made an excep-
tion in this case. It was un-
likely that three diamonds
would be a worse contract
than three clubs. And, in
view of the possibility that
South had opened with a
thin suit on the strength of
the vulnerability, there was
a distinct chance of finding a
better spot.

As it happens, North would
have made at least six
tricks in three diamonds dou-
bled. No doubt the Italian
East-West pair would have
abandoned the penalty possi-
bility and bid their vulner-
able game.

West led the diamond ten
against three clubs doubled,
and East took dummy’s jack
with the ace. He returned the
diamond nine, carefully play-
ing a high spot-card to sug-
gest the return of a high
ranking suit.

West obediently shifted to
the spade queen, which was
allowed to win, and then
continued with a low spade.
East won and gave his part-
ner another ruff in diamonds.
A spade lead forced the de-
clarer to ruff, and he was
already down one in the fol-
lowing position:

NORTH

© 9642

o KQ5
WEST EAST
& 10 a9
¥ Q3 O AJB875
QO — o —
& A976 &K

SOUTH

© K10

O-..-_—.

& QJ1083

The club ten was led, los-
ing to East who returned the
spade nine. South ruffed with
the eight and continued with

O AJ875 the club queen. West won and

returned -a trump, but was
thrown back into the lead
with a trump at the 1lth
trick and led a heart. South
made one heart trick and
three of his trumps, going
down five tricks for a pen-
alty of 900 points.

When the hand was re-
played, the Italian South did
not open the bidding. The
American East-Wes

Kaplan and Norman Kay, did
as well as they could by
bidding four spades and mak-
~ing 11 tricks for a score of
650 points. However, Italy
gained 250 net, or 6 interna-
tional match points.

In the qualifying stages it
seemed likely for several
days that France would qual-
ify at the expense of North

“Contract Bridge’—news
about the game and how the
experts play it, by Alan Trus-
cott—appears daily.

- Book Describes 1967 Championship

America. French hopes fi-
nally vanished when the
Americans gained substan-
tially on the following deal.

NORTH
43
0 632
O J9842
& KJ106
WEST (D) EAST
4 Q1082 & K6
U Q9 © KI108754
& AQl0765 O K3
& Q d 952
SOUTH
& AJ9754
O AJ
O —
& A8743
Both sides were vulnerable.
Sam Kehela, the American
West, did not choose to open
a borderline hand, and the

bidding was:

West North East South
Kehela Svarc MurrayBoulenger
Pass Pass 1 QQ 2 &

3 O Pass Pass 4 &
Pass 5 & Pass Pass
Pass

Unless a bad trump break
is about to surprise the de-
clarer, it is seldom right to
double a game contract that
the opponents think they will
make, So West did uot dou-
ble five clubs—even with 12
high-card points and a part-
ner who had opened the
bidding.

Could Have Worked

North-South had only 19
high-card points, but five
clubs was a reasonable con-
tract that could have been
made. North’s singleton in
his partner’s original suit of-
fered the chance of ruffs and
induced him to bid the game.

West led the heart queen
and South won with the ace.
He led to the club king, col-
lecting West’s queen, and
then started the spades. After
the spade ace, a spade ruff,
a diamond ruff and a spade
ruff the position was:

NORTH
V63
O J984
& J
EAST

z

ST
Y K1075
o K
& 95
SOUTH-

& J97

0 J

0 —

& AS8T
South saw that he could
establish his spades by ruffing
another diamond and then
ruffing another spade. How-
ever, he also saw that he
would lose control of the
trump suit in the process. By
the time South was able to
lead a winning spade, East
would have two trumps to
South’s one and the contract
would be down one.

Q
9
AQIl076

—

PO3P

Instead, South chose a dif-
ferent way to go down one.

with his ace and surrendered
a spade trick, East’s club nine
became the setting trick.
This play would have made
the contract if the defenders’
trumps had been evenly di-
vided. But that possibility
was virtually ruled out by
West’s play of the queen on
the first round of trumps..
South went astray when he

e b

‘He overtook the club jack _

ruffed the second round of -

spades with dummy’s club

six. If he had ruffed with the

ten and then with the jack

two tricks later, he would
have reached the diagramed

position with the club six re-

maining in the dummy in-
stead of the jack.

Sure Thing

This would have permitted _'

him to finesse against East’s
club nine, a play that was
sure to win. West would not
have played the club queen
earlier from Q-9. The last
trump would be drawn, and-
South would give up a spade
to make his contract.

When the hand was re- .
played, Edgar Kaplan played -

five clubs doubled for North
America from the North po-
sition. West chose to open
the bidding, which became

both spirited and protracted. -

West North East
Stetten Kaplan Tintner Kay

1 & Pass 10 Dbl.
14 2& 20 30
Dbl. Pass 4 Q 4 &
Dbl. Pass Pass 5o
Pass Pass Dbl. Pass
Pass Pass

This time it was North who
was declarer, and East could
not resist the temptation to
double. He
which is often a good move
when the declaring side is
likely to be short of high-
card strength and therefore

led a trump, .

will need numerous ruffing

tricks to make the contract.
In this case the trump lead
did not disturb the declarer,

who immediately began to de- -

velop spades. He led to the

spade ace, ruffed a spade, '

ruffed a diamond and then
ruffed another spade.

The South hand was en-
tered with the heart ace, and

another spade was ruffed -
with the last trump, That left*

the South dummy with three
trumps to East's two, so the
declarer was able to ruff a
diamond, cash the club ace

and then continue spades. ”
He lost only one trump trick -

and one heart trick.

The American declarer had.*
an easier task than his op- -
posite French number be-’

cause there was no heart lead
to remove a vital entry from
the South hand. North Amer-
ica gained a total of 850

points, which was worth 13 -

international match points.
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"‘One of the chief eriticisms
of American bidding as op-
posed to Italian bidding in the
past has been that the Italians
just outbid us on slams., We
have seen little evidence of
this in the past and in this
year's match it seems that

| our slam bidding was definite-

ly superior.
The first slam hand was

~board No. 5. The American

bidding with Kehela as South

and Murray as North went

as shown in the box.
Kehela’s failure to bid four

! no-trump was due to the fact
| that conceivably his partner

would have a singleton heart
and only one ace, in which!
case a five diamond Black-!
wood response would get!
them too high. Also Kehela
and Murray have played to-

NORTH 10

AKI8T7

V103

®A654

*ATE
WEST . EAST
AQJIB53 A1042

76 YA92

#9873 +KQJ10
o 103 hJB2

SOUTH (D)

AA

YKQJgs4

+2

*KQ854

© North-South vulnerable
West North East South

1y
Pass 1# Pass
Pass 3 & Pass 3 W
Pass 4 s Pass
Pass 5 4 Pass
Pass 5N.T., Pass
Pass Pass Pass

{ Opening lead—#¢ 9

P

&y tntn
P

g.éther for years and Sammy
knows that Eric is not bash-|

ful about slam bidding. Eric’s |
five diamond call was a cue|
bid so Sammy showed his,
ace of spades whereupon Eric’
went to five no-trump to tell!
Sammy to place the slam con-'

tract, He might have placed

it in hearts but decided that|
five clubs to the king-queen-|

-nine were good enough.
There was no play to the

" hand. Sammy won the open-|
| ing lead, drew trumps and
conceded a trick to the ace/

of hearts,

credit for getting to this slam.
It seems to us that any good

~ American pair and almost,
~any poor American pair|
“would find a way there with,
the North-South cards, but we!
icked up "13 International
atch Points when the Italian:

i North-South pair using the,
. scientific Italian methods

-~ stopped at five clubs!

5

We aren’t inclined to give|
' Eric and Sammy any great|

BRIDGE
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NORTH 11
A AT
¥ |
41097 ;
RAKQI062
WEST EAST
AQBE A3
(| ¥KQJ83 107642
46 4 A52
b JO43 MWBT5
SOUTH (D)
AKIES2
YAS
$KQJg4s
o Void

| Both vulnerable

West North FEast South

14 :

19 3 & 3 3a i

Pass 4% Pass 54 i

Pass 5NT, Pass 6 ¢

Pass 6 4 Pass Pass

Pass .

Opening lead—¥ K

Board six of the world
match gave Ifaly a two Inter-
national Match Point profit
when both sides played one
no-trumpcontfracts. The
Italian declarer made two
‘overtricks; the Ameri-
'! Board seven gave Italy two

imore IMPs but you be the
judge whether they deserved
them.

Kehela and Murray bid
the fine six diamond contract
- which was a laydown. Sammy

won the heart lead and went
after trumps. Once he had
pulled trumps he was able to
discard three of his spades
on dummy's ace-king-queen
of elubs.

The bidding in the box
| shows how Italy reached the
very inferior contract of six
spades.

! Norman Kay could have
i beaten+ this slam had he
; opened his singleton diamond
but, year in and year out, this
: type of play leads to the poor-
| house and not to success. He
opened his king of hearts.

D’Alelio still needed a spade
;break and a successful guess
as to the location of the queen
I'but he was equal to the
! occasion, as he was throufrb
out the whole match, He led
a Jow spade and finessed
dummy’s ten. Then he cashed
dummy’s ace, discarded: his
small heart on the ace of
clubs, drew the last trump

and conceded a trick to the

ace of diamonds, -

Probably - his decision to
play Kay for the queen of
spades was based on the fact

that Norman had overcalled °

ormaybe d'Alelio was just
using a crystal ball. But we
feel that if Norman had not
stuck in his overcall, Italy
would have reached the cor-
rect six diamond contract,

| can barely made his contract, .

svaa By 4eva
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Deal ten of the maich gave
Kehela and Murray their
third chance to bid a slam and
they proceeded to do so.

The other two required con-
siderable bidding skill to
reach. This one was a cinch |
with the Murray-Kehela
methods. i

They use what are known |
&5 Aeol two bids. In the Acol i
system two clubs shows hands |
with a Iot of high cards while |
other two bids may be made |
with strong distributional
hands and very few high
cards, Most American players
would shudder at the idea of
an opening two with 11 high
card points and a broken suit,
Some might open with four -

earts, there are others who |
would o%en with one heart, a |
few might even pass. We be- |

NORTH 12
AMAQT42 '
YAQS H
45
S KQ73
WEST EAST (D)
AKD2S Al10365
v v7
$J82 +Q107642 ||
b AJ6542 H98 1
SOUTH |
AT
YKJII098543
$AKS
o 10 [
Both vulnerable
West Norrth East South

Pass 2w I
Pass 24 Pasg 2w
Pass 4NT, Pass 5 ¢
Pass 6%  Pass ' Pass
 Pass

Opening lead—A &

long to the one heart opening |
group ourselves.

The Acol two heart bid
made it easy for Murray to
get to the slam. He tempor-
ized with two spades and went
right into Blackwood after i
Kehela rebid his suit. He was
a ftrifle disappointed to find
that an ace was missing but |
the slam was there,

There wasn't any swing 1o !
America because the Italians |
also reached six hearts. In r
fact, we helieve that anyone
who started with a one hid
or four bid would also get to
this slam and maybe even a
man who passed might work -
up to it. i

We gave the hand merely to
show that the American
team’s slam bidding was
clicking beautifully, Any team
that can get to the right slam |
contract three times in suc- |
cession is pretty good, It ig|
lots harder to bid at the table |
than later on when you ara}
looking at all the cards.

It should also be pointed out
that on the other two slam |
hands taly failed to bid one |
and the other was bid in the !
wrong suit so that up fo this P
point our slam bidding was :

far superior,

——
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NORTH (D) 18

MAKE3

YAIGR

$ATBT2

06
WEST FAST
AQIINT2 ARS
Vings54 VK87
$Q *KI1053
hK102 o AJBT

SOUTH

& ADd4

vYQ32 i

#0964 |

Q543

Roth vulnerable _
West North East South
1é Pass 1N.T.
Dble Pass Pass Pass
Opening lead—a& Q

You don't get to be a great
bridge player by sitting back
in a rocking chair and wait-
ing for sure thing bids. You

- have to take calculated risks

from time to time,

If Erie Murray’s eight-point
vulnerable double of South's
one no-trump response had
backfired at him, we can see
the chorus of criticism from
the defeatist players — who
criticize beautifully and never
win when and if they get to
the table against tough com-
petition. ' .

Anyway, this double in the
World’s Championship Match
worked to perfection. North :
saw no reason to run, Sammy
Kehela with his nice East
hand was delighted to pass.
South had reason to think
that a runout to diamonds
would be a case of out of the
frying pan into the fire. Ac-
tually two diamonds would |
only go down one trick but !
South could not tell that North
held a good five card diamond
suit.

West opened the queen of
spades and continued the suit
after South .ducked in both |
hands. South’s nine of dia-
monds drew the queen and
ace. Kehela won the next dia- '
mond with the ten and led a
low club to Murray’s ten.
Murray cleared the spade suit
and eventually the defense
collected three clubs, three
spades, two diamonds and 500
points,

The bidding started the |
same way at the other table '
but the Italian West did not
double. He would have been
incurring far greater risk

| than Murray because in our

systems North could have a
very good hand. In the par-
ticular Italian system used
here the diamond bid and no-
trump response were both
rather limited bids.

Our net gain on this board
was 300 points, or seven In-
ternational Match Points., Al- .
though Murray did not know
it since they were in the mid-
dle of a season, it left the
match an exact tie,



