EI‘IC Murray Leadmg

Canadians Score Brzdge Coup

BY JIM J'\(,OBY
Special to The Telegram
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ray, who has called himself
the world's best bridge
player, boosted his claim
last night by carrying Cana-
da to a history-making vic-
tory in the premier event of
the American Contract
Bridge League’s competi
tion at the Royal York Ho-
tel.

The 35year-old -cigar-
smoking expert led the all-
Toronto foursome of Sam-
| my Kehela, Percy (Shorty)
. Sheardown and Bruce El-
' liott to a sweep for the
~ prized Spingold Trophy for
' Master Teams.

They dethroned the Unit-
ed States for the first time
in the competition’s 30-year
history and did it without
losing a game in 11 rounds- -

the first to turn the trick
since Oswald Jacob’s team
in 1959,

top five players in North
America, Murray has won
just about every Canadian
bridge championship, has
had a share in capturing the
ACBL’s team-of-four title in
1961 and the same year be-
came the first Cnadian to be
picked to represent North
America in a world cham-
pionship tournament.

Last year, teamed with
Kehela, they won the men’s
pairs title at the ACBL’s
fall championships in
Miami.

But Murray, it must be
noted, had the best going
with him
triumph last night.

Thé equally excellent play
of Kehela, Sheardown and

in Canada’s

Elliott- - all experts in their
own right- - made it the un-
defeated team triumph it

- o
L as e e

Unprecedented in the an-
nals of bridge - - and unfore-

seeable when the Spingold
opened a week ago- - was
the fact that this was vir-
tually an all Canadian occa-
swn

dayafternoon, while Mur-
ray’s team was swamping
a team captained by Dan
Rotman of Chicago, another
Canadian formation fought

nip-and-tuck battle with
the very powerful defending
team.

Bruce Gowdy, of Ajax,

n 1) e semi- flnals Tucsﬁ

Jotcham of Montreal and
Marvin Altman of Waterbu-
ry, Conn. eventuallv
i by 25 interm:
al match points over Cllff
Russell, Harry
Edith Kemp, Albert Weiss
and Russ Arnold, all of Mi-
ami Beach, and Waldermar
Von Zedtwitz of New York
City.

With one hoard left for
play, Gowdy’s team led by
12 IMP’s but on the last
board Waldemar Von Zed-
twitz bid a vulnerable slam
which could have won his

‘side the match by a single

points. Tight defense by the
Canadians beat the slam.

All eight of last night’s fi-

with Fred Hoffer and Ray 1 play in the North American

Toronto's Eric Murray studies a hand
during the tournament,

Harkavy,

Team Trials in the Fall, to-
i gether with four other Cana-
dian players. The top three
“Fpairs-in the trials will form
the North American team
for the 1965 World Cham-
pionship.

History repeated itself in
a fantastic way in Murray's
last two matches. At an ear-
ly and critical stage of both
matches, the bidding was
opened with a weak two di-
amond opening on Murray’s
left. This was passed round
to Murray, who doubled. In
each case the outcome was
a heavy jolt for his oppo-
nents, sending them on a

| downhill slide from which

they never recovered. Here

nalists are now qualified to | 1S the hand from the final:

South dealer

Both sides vulnerable,
SAJBE6
H984
D —
CK976

iatald
O e

South’s weak two di-
amond opening was passed
to Murray, East, who dou-
bled for takeout. Since
Kehela's best suit was di-
amonds, he left the double
in for penalty. East-West
put up a sparkling defense.
which racked up 800 points.

West’s opening lead was a
small club and East ruffed,
The heart ace was followed
by a heart to West’s king
and East got another club
ruff. He played back a
heart: South ruffed and
made the good play of the
trump king, pinning East's

* now lone queen, But West

won with the ace and retali-
ated by leading the king of
spades; this play later ena-
bled him to get a trump pro-
motion and make no fewer
than three trump tricks with
his holding of ace-ten-six-
five.

Thus the declarer was de-
feated by three tricks and
since Murray's team had

lost only 200 points on the
deal in the other room their
net gain was 600, giving
them twelve IMP's. This
put them into the lead by
25 to 15 and they never

W 350
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Bridge ¢« Murray of Toronto Takes
* Springold Trophy Out of U.S.
e By ALAN TRUSCOTT i

Special to The New York Times

FELEENT N ey ;:ar.xﬂiﬂﬂ*'ﬂ“%"“

ORONTO, Aug. 5 — Eric NORTH (D)
Murray of Toronto & 852

achieved a double triumph in O AB853
the Summer National Cham- O A9

) - & K1007
pionships of the American
Contract Bridge League, WEST EAST -
which  ended today in # ggigg 4 4 33 "
the early morning hours. g K g J108538

Not only fdii';jh hte)s_ orE % J86. b A542 <
anize one o e bhigges . -
fournaments ever held,g gbut SOUTH W
he also headed the Toronte Hh KQ64 =
team that took the coveted O K62 B
Spingold Trophy outside the O Q764 -
United States for the first & Q3 5
time in its 30-year history. North-South were vulnerabla

Murray's teanll)matess l;Nere The bidding: a

mmy Kehela, Percy ear- . .
ﬁg\&m And Bruce Elliott. Their Notth  Fast  South  West
victory in the final, over the Pass 20 Pass  Pass
team led by Bruce Gowdy of D'ble  Pass 2h D'ble

Ajax, Ont., was by 36 inter- Pass Pass  Pass 4

national mateh points. The
Gowdy team included Ray
Jotcham and Fred Hoffer of
Montreal and Marvin Altman
of Waterbury, Conn.

The Canadian teams had

beaten the pride of the United
States — and had done so
without reserve players. It
was a tribute to their stamina
as well as to their ability.
" The Murray team won an
easy semifinal victory on the
deal shown today over the
team headed by Dan Rot-
man of Chicago. Rotman sat
West, and his partner was
Charles Coon of New' York,
Coon was Murray's partner
in the 1962 World Champion-
ship. Murray was North in
the deal shown and Kehela,
South.

Coon Opens With Weak Bid

Coon opened with a weak
two-diamond hid, and Rot-
man made a good decision by
passing. Murray made a bal-
ancing double. Rotman’'s hand
looked like a good doubling
proposition when Kehela bid
two spades, but as Coon held
a sub-minimum bid, a two-
spade contract doubled
proved to be a delicate affair.

The heart queen was won

West led the heart queen. =

5

in dummy, and the club seven
led. Coon put up his ace and
shifted to the diamond Jackd
Kehela recognized that Comf
would not be eager to lead
the diamond jack from g
holding headed by K-J-10, so
he played low and Rotman's
king obligingly appeared, "
Kehela won with dummy's
ace and entered his hand with
the club queen. He led the
spade queen, which Rotman
took with the ace. Then Rdts
man gave his partner a heart
ruff, which did not hurt Kes
hela. because the heart was
a loser in any event, -
The diamond ten was re-
turned, pinning the nine in
dummy, and Rotman ruffed
Kehela’s queen. However,
there was now no way to pres
vent Kehela from making hfs
contract, He ruffed one losing
diamond in dummy and di
carded the other on the el
king, -
In the other room east
played three diamonds and
went down three, Murray's
team gained 11 internation&l
mateh points. o



Bridge:

Toronto Knockout Match
Proves a Test of Stamina

Speclal to The New York Times
TORONTO, Aug., 6— The

Spingold knockout team
championship, which ended in

. the early hours of Wednesday
. morning, was a test of stam-

ina as well as a test of skill.

The eight Canadian players
who contested the final had
been playing 72 boards a day
for four days, representing
about 10 hours of concentrat-
ed effort, in addition to a
full week of play in the early
rounds and other events.

It is not surprising that in
such a contest youth was
served. The average age of
the eight finalists was in the
thirties, and three members
of the Gowdy team were in
their twenties.

In a long event, a winning
team is sure to profit from
luck as well as skill. The
deal shown today was played
in the last session of the
final, and luck helped Eric

" Murray and Sammy Kehela,

the premier pair in Canada,
to bring home a slightiy opti-
mistic game contract.

Unusual Bidding

Kehela, sitting South, be-
came the declarer in four
spades in an unusual way.
He had to respond two dia-
monds to North's take-out
double, and was then faced
with the task of finding a
rebid when North cue-bid two
hearts to show a hand of
great power. y

The choice of two spades
with a three-card suit may
seem odd, but Kehela would
have bid a four-card spade
suit on the first round if he

s By ALAN TRUSCOTT wimumm s

NORTH
& AKJIT4
A6
S A1085
& K8
WEST (D) EAST
& Q105 Hh 63
D KQJIT3 M 10942
&K O T43
& AJI105 % Q932
SOUTH
H 982
¢ 85
O QITE2
& 764
Both sides were vulnerable,
The bidding: :
West  North East South
10 Double Pass 20
Pass 20 Pass 2 4
Pass 4 4 Pass  Pass |
Pass |

I
.West led the king of hearts.

had held one. He knew, there-
fore, that Murray would not
expect him to hold more than
three spades when he hid
them at the second opportun-
ity.

The play was simple. Ke-
hela won the opening heart
lead, and laid down two high
spades, hoping to drop the
queen. When this failed he
had to hope for a long-shot
in diamonds and West duly
obliged by dropping the king
under the ace. The defense
could make one spade trick,
one heart and one club.

— — |
S




MAJOR VICTORY FOR THE CANADIANS

By ALAN TRUSCOTT

ORONTO—The Summer
‘ l I National Bridge Cham-

pionships, which con-

cluded here last week,
were a triumph for Canada in
every way. Not only was it
one of the best-organized tour-
naments ever staged, but it
was also the second biggest
one on record.

During 10 days, 11,144
tables were in play. This was
about 1,000 tables less than
last year, but nearly 3,000
more than any other tourna-
ment anywhere in the world.

Two Canadian teams elim-
inated the best United States
| players in the Spingold knock-
' out event, The final was won
by Eric Murray, Sam Kehela,
Bruce Elliott and Percy
Sheardown, all of Toronto,
who achieved the rare feat of
not losing once in 11 rounds
of competition.

Their well-earned victory,
by 36 points, in the final
against the team headed by
Bruce Gowdy of Ajax, Ont.,
was enthusiastically received
by the Toronto supporters. It
was the first time that an all-
Canadian team had won a ma-
jor American Contract Bridge
League title.

The biggest surprise of the

tournament was undoubtedly
the fine showing of the Gow-
dy team. Gowdy, himself, is
a player of considerable expe-
rience. . Although only 34
years old, he was a winner of
the same trophy in 1949. Gow-
dy remains as the youngest
player ever to have won this
award, although his record of
being the only Canadian with
his name on the cup has now
disappeared,

Plays Effectively

His three teammates were
Ray Jotcham and Fred Hoffer,
both of Montreal, and Marvin
Altman, formerly of Montreal
and now of Waterbury, Conn.
Jotcham played most effec-
tively with Gowdy, despite the
fact that they had never
played together before the
start of the tournament.

Gowdy’'s only loss in the
earlier rounds was to Murray,
by the narrow margin of 12
points. The Gowdy victims in-
cluded three teams of famous
stars, including the defending
champions captained by Clif-
ford Russell.

There was a dramatic finale
to the Gowdy-Russell semi-
final mateh, The Gowdy team

held a small lead throughout,

and, with one board remaining
to be played in one room only,
it was known to all except
those still in play that the
Russell team trailed by 12
points,

Waldemar Von Zedtwitz,
one of the great veterans of
bridge, judged correctly that
his team was behind, and bid
an optimistic slam in a last-
ditch attempt to save the day.
The hand was as follows:

NORTH
& A2
0 Q5
O AQ108
& 10863
WEST EAST
4 K983 A J65
O T4 O A2
O KT4 & J98532
& JOT4 & Q2
SOUTH (D)
A Q107

O KJ109863

& AKS5

Both sides were vulnerable.
The bidding was:

South West North East
1Q Pass 20 Pass
20 Pass 24 Pass
3 Pass 3Q Pass
6 Pass Pass Pass

Von Zedtwitz made a good
attempt at making his virtu-
ally hopeless contract after
the helpful lead of the spade
nine. He took the jack with
the queen, cashed the club ace
in the hope of finding an hon-
or dropping, and then led a
heart to the queen.

East won with the ace and

returned the spade six. South .

won with dummy’'s ace, and
ran all his hearts, This was a
fine deceptive play, because,
by leaving the diamond ace
inaccessible, South left West
with an embarrassing discard-
ing problem.

Gowdy, East, helped his
partner in a decislve way. His
first two discards wera the
diamond nine, to show an even
number of diamonds, and the
club queen, to warn West to
keep his clubs,

Jotcham, West, therefore
discarded all his diamonds,
and South had to resort to an
end-play to make 11 tricks.

If Von Zedtwitz had been
able to make the slam, as he

could have done after a dia-
mond lead, the Russell team
would have won by one point.

“Contract Bridge” — news

about the game and how the

experts play it, by Alan Trus-

cott—appears daily.



Big mug intrigues James Rutherford (Jamie) Murray, -18-month-old son of Eric Murray, captain of winning Canadian bridge team. It is Spin-

goid Trophy, the American Cantract Bridge League's premier prize for team competition. Canadian winners are (from left) C. Bruce Elliott,
P. E. (Shorty) Sheardown, Samuel Kehela and Mr. Murray. It will be first time the trophy, in play more than 20 years, has left United States,

Jndefeated Toronto Team WinsPremierBridge Trophy

By WILLIAM LUSCOMBE

The 36th annual Summer
arionals of the American
niract Bdige League, held
yr the first time in Canada at
e Roval York Hotel, ended
n a triumphal note for the

won the Spingold Trophy, the
premier prize.

Captained by Eric Murray,
the Toronto team was the first
to complete the
event undefeated since it be-
came a double elimination af-
fair.

per counity early Wednesday
ten a team of Torontonians

2 Canadian Foursomes

Contest Spi

By B. JAY BECKER
On Tuesday Canada fired a
;hot heard around the bridge
yorid. On tha: eventful day,
w2 2ams of Canadian play-
-x gefeated two U.S. four-
cmes in the semi-finals of the
Masiers Team of Four, there-

)¥ guaranteeing the cham-
>ionship to a Canadian team,
[zus the Spingold Trophy,

blematic of bridge supre-
mzcy in the United States for
9 vears, was destined to be
aken from U.S. hands for th

During* " tte final session
[uesday nizhr, most Canadian

ybservers wers not concerned

pizn whick team eventually
won e event. They were
mo—2  preoccupied with  the

-z tmar Canadian players
siad proven :hemselves at
ezs: the ecua’ of ULS. ex-
pe 3

ngold Final

NORTH
S AJBG
H 984
C K97632
WEST EAST
S K4 S Q9752
H K32 HAQJ {0 8
D A 10 85 D Q82
CdJd 1054 C am=
SOUTH
Si03
e HTE
D KJ9743
C AQ8
SOUTH DEALER, BOTH SIDES
VULNERABLE, THE BIDDING?

| SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
| 2D Pass Pass DsLE
PAss Pass Pass

As a resz'z of this fine show- |

pg. Camada "as qualified an
snprecedentec

number of!
pairs for the 1985 North Amer- |

can Team Triais 2: Dallas in
November. Shoaid :he Canadi-
yn players display the same
orm there as they have here,

t s almost certain that at ;

east one of the pairs will be
i the team that competes in-
he -Worid Championship
natches in South America
iext year, in- which case the
North American team will at
ast be North American in

| North (Gowdy) could do noth-
in better than pass and hope
| for the best. East (Murray)
doubled for takeout and West
(Kehela), with strong defen-

! sive vaiues, passed. Fearful of

now beginning a search for a .
again :

new contract,
assed.

Gowdy

"~ After Rehela ted a club, per- |

fect defence defeated the con-
tract three tricks. with the de-
fense taking five diamonds,
two hearts. and a spade trick

act rather than just in name,
The following deal from the
inals resulted in a 12 IMP
zain for Eric Murray's t
which wcn the Spingoic T~
hyv.

When South (Jeictem
ypened witn &z weak T mE

for plus 800. At the other ta-
le. South passed and North

d ins bidding with one
petitive auc-
1= plevad four clubs
Jrcse=C. oown cne, for a net

s »

knockout |

This was also the first time |

of plus 600 for the Mur- |

that even one Canadian feam
has reached the Spingold fi-
nal. Canada made it doubled

Ajax.

A member of the Murray
team, P.E. (Shorty) Shear-
down, became the first Cana-
dian to win the Sally Fishbein
Trophy for amassing the most
master points during the Sum-
mer Nationals. He added his
Spingold win to a second-place

finish with teammate C.:
| Bruce Elliott in the Life Mast-

ers Pairs and a section plac-
ing in the Master Mixed
Teams with the fourth mem-
ber of the Spingold team,
Sammy Kehela, Mrs. AW,
Bowden, Mrs. Alex Fisher and
Donald DaCosta, all of Toron-

| to.

The  Spingold finalists also

| shared the distinction of being
| the first two four-man teams !

ever to reach the final. Al-
though the event is termed
team of four, the squads may
range, and usually do, up to
six members.

Murray’s victory was a
close cne, by 36 International
Match Points, or about 5,000

total points, over the 36-board °
match, a margin of about 140

points per board.

The remainder of the Gow-
team all  are

dy
born

—

Canadian-

though former

lives in Waterbury, Conn. The
other two members are Mon-
Mon- | treallers,
when the other finalist team | trealler Marvin Altman now|
was that of Bruce Gowdy of |

Ray Jotcham and

Fred Hoffer.

———— —

Good Defence Shown

By Toronto Players

By B. JAY BECKER
The American Contract
Bridge League’s first national
tournament outside of

I

the |

United States is off to a rous- !

ing start, with attendance rec-
ords shattered at every ses-
sion of play in the Royal York
Hotel. In the Masters’ Mixed
Teams tournament, for in-

stance, 164 teams participat- |

ed, topping the record 145 at
Washington in 1961.

On the following deal from
the Mixed Teams, Mrs. Cecille
Fisher and international star
Sammy Kehela, both of Toron-
to, gained an excellent result
with a precision defense
against a doubled part-score

| contract.

| cided

After three passes, South de-

spade bid. Mrs. Fisher, West,
doubled in the hope that her
partner would have enough
high-card strength to leave the
double in. Kehela did just

ruffed by Kehela for the de-

. fense’s sivth trick.

sJd
H 76432
D AKJ2
c 78
15 o8 ske2 |
i i%a HK 10
D 10 9653 D %2242 ;
C AQ c |
S AQ 10 653 I
H QJs i
D7 |
c 10 95 '

to open a weak two-

WEST DEALT, EAST-WEST VUL=
NERABLE, TME BIDDING:

NoRTH EAST SouTH !
pass PAss 2 SPADES |

WesT
Pass
DousLE PASs Pass PAssS

At this point it appeared !
that the declarer could take

. the remainder after finessing

- nowever,

that, and Mrs. Fisher led the

ace and queen of clubs,

Mrs. Fisher now shifted to
a low heart, and Kehela won
and cashed the club king. The
heart ten was won by the ace

and a heart continuation was

for the spade king. Kehela,
returned a fourth
club, thereby promoting a
sure spade trick for the defen-

ders: if declarer ruffed in
dummy, a spade finess> was
no longer possible; if he

ruffed high in his hand, the
spade nine would eventually
take a trick.

In either case. East-West
were plus 300, for a surs win
on the deal.




