Canada’s Bridge Masters OFff 7 » Rome

They’ll Battle With Aces
Qeeel Worcs Bedl
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The mood is serious and one of deep concentration as Harry Bork (left) and Percy Skez /n practice
or the forthcoming bridge tournament in Rome. Canada’s team of six will ¢ zst 2 nations
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- Canaga’s men fm- “the
team-of—four tournament
are all life masters. They
have acquired their 'points-:_

~and the U . and against
| the highest compehti»n the
! US has to offer. -
" The organizer for the Gana-
(dian representatives is Eric
‘Murray, young energetic’ To-
X ronto lawyer. He gathered
. the team on his own, imme-
* diately after he hearq that
| iCanada was eligible for entry.
CANADA’S MR. BRIDGE

. His second man was Percy
[|(Shorty) Sheardown —,“Mr,
({Bridge” in Canada ior §'i‘nany
years. s ik
Third ‘was Bruce Ellmtf a
{ drwmg power at the l:irxdge
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’; Next was Harry ~oj
{Hamilton, steady and Tai HT@
rplayer for many years. %
|- Fifth was Bruce Gowdy,
culorful speedy player. 3
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in tourneys in both Carada
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- BRUCE GOWDY 5
Colorful, speedy {

"to test their skills in tour- |
naments almost e\?ery
Week, o

On the oﬂfer -hand Cana—
dian  bridge players must‘
confine their abilities mostly’ -
to local competition w;th the|
odd visit to New York, Cleve-,
land or other easily- access:lble
cities.

| TWO-TIME WINNERS

SAMMY KEHELA
Slide-rule mind

. \prise. He is Sam Kehela, a
newcomer from England.
Apart from Mr. Kehela,
who has been In Canada
“only ‘three years, all have |
- won or placed in the first
five U.S. tournaments in
the past 15 years. And this
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_ Shorty‘ Sheardown on three

occasions, before World War!

|IL, has had his name engraved

Jon U.S: troph.les,

; Partnered ‘with the then |

| Brig. Donald Fa:quharson, ;
)

Sgprty defeatg
erals.
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matches in Lont!on, Eng- :
land,

Shorty was a sergeant and |
;although offered a commis-
sion, elected to remain in the

He has a
brilliant slide-rule mind and:
ican calculate the percentage%

i{is a happy one,

for a play in seconds. .

Brice Elliott is the cﬁnce "

ed how thewvan ¢

_ous natlons with their diverse
. tongues could find a meeting|
lground at the btidge table;
,they answered: =
| _ In music the language §8 -
ﬁ%tgﬂm, in bridge English

. tongue.




Eric Murray, captain of the Canadian team, uses a giant instruction board to
>0 over-a hand with Percy Sheardown and Bruce Elliott. '

By STANLEY GEDDES
Telegram Staff Reporter




Olympics draw
Canada's highest trumps

HEN the first World
Bridge Olympics open
at Turin, Italy, to-

ward the end of April, six
players from Toronto and
Hamilton who have distin-
guished themselves against
North America’s best bridge
competition will be repre-
senting Canada.

Though the Canadians are
not sanguine about their
chances, their records indi-
cate they will finish among
the leaders. But they face
tough opposition from the
more than 40 men’s and wo-
men’s teams entering from
the Americas, Europe, South
Africa and possibly Australia.

The Italians are considered
the team to beat in the Olym-
pics (which are being con-
ducted by the recently formed
World Bridge Federation).
For the past three years they
have defeated teams from the

By W. R. LUSCOMBE

United States and Argentina
for the world championship,
and have won the European
championship.

However, Canada's team
will include the nation’s three
leading life masters—E. R.
Murray, P. E. (Shorty) Shear-
down and C. B. Elliott, all of
Toronto—and many authori-
ties rank them among the best
bridge players in the world.

The other members of the
team are also life masters:
Bruce Gowdy and Sammy
Kehela of Toronto and Harry
Bork of Hamilton, with N. M.
(Don) Burns of Toronto as
non-playing captain.

Each gained his place on
the team and among the
bridge world’s elite by build-
ing up master points and frac-
tional points through winning
or placing in weekly dupli-
cate bridge games, or in sec-
tional, regional and national

tournaments sponsored by
the American Contract Bridge
League or its units. To be-
come an ACBL life master a
player must accumulate 300
points, including 50 won in re-
gional or better competition.

So far, only about 60 Cana-
dians have become life
masters and only about 2,300
of the ACBL’s 1,000,000 or so
members have achieved this
distinction.

Murray, a Toronto lawyer,
holds the most master points
—about 2,500—of the Cana-
dian players. He began play-
ing bridge in 1948 while a
student at McMaster Univer-
sity, and became a life master
in 1951. He has won five
major titles at the ACBL's
annual Summer Nationals—
the World Series of U.S.
bridge.

Long known as Canada's
Mr. Bridge, Sheardown be-

came the Dominion’s first
life master shortly after his
return from overseas service
in the Second World War. He
holds about 2,200 master
points, and is proprietor of
a Toronto bridge club.

Kept from more strenuous
pursuits by cerebral palsy,
Elliott turned to bridge as a
youth and became one ‘of
Canada’s best players. Now
a Toronto painting estimator,
he has about 2,000 master
points.

Bork came to Hamilton
from Poland in 1930. A suc-
cessful businessman, he owns
a bridge club and 'has accu-
mulated 1,300 master points.

Gowdy earned his life

—Erik Schack
Members of the Canadian team include Harry Bork (left),

S. R. Kehela, E. R. Murray, C. B. Elliott and B. D. Gowdy

mastership a decade ago, at
the age of 20, after. playing
bridge for only 16 months.
At that time he was the
youngest player to gain this
honor. He is a chartered
accountant and president of
the Ontario unit of the ACBL.

Irag-born Kehela came to
Toronto about three years
ago, after acquiring a reputa-
tion in London as one of Brit-
ain’s coming young bridge
players. He became a life
master in less than two years,
and is now self-employed as
a bridge teacher. ®

Mr. Luscombe, a bridge enthusiast,
is a member of The Globe and
Mail's editorial staff.
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