John Armstrong (former editor of the Ontario Kibitzer) on Sam Gold
In early 1947 McGill invited some other universities to play in a bridge Tournament. I was at Queen's and had played in one tournament—the Fall sectional at the Royal York. The three others for a Queen's team had never played duplicate and had to be instructed about the boards and how a team game works.
    As captain, I had to lend ten bucks to one player for his train fare to Montre´al. So off we went.
    We played a pairs game first on Friday evening. McGill and U. of Toronto were trying to beat each other by psyches and wild reaches for games and slams. We plodded along and and came third on Friday.
    Saturday was the team game and U.of T. and McGill destroyed themselves trying to win the thing. When Sam had averaged the results, we had won! As we were leaving, a McGill student caught up with us in the hall and brusquely said, "Here's your trophy." Hardly an auspicious presentation.
    It was obvious that Sam had set up the whole tournament. It was really a Que´bec-Ontario championship, but it was as national as we could get. 
    The Alma Mater Society gave us $20 for the whole team for winning! That was five dollars each. I took my five and Les Voynich's five to a well-known jeweler who made us each a trophy for five dollars each. He certainly subsidized us for them. I still have mine, as you might imagine! It's my favorite trophy.
    Queen's hosted the tournament in 1948 and U. of T. won after we straightened out the scores. I had to run the thing because we didn't know who else to ask. Then U. of T. hosted the tournament in 1949 (I was at Teachers College then) and McGill won. They had a stranglehold on the trophy from then on.

    Perhaps Kokish can give you some stories. He told me that Sam said," What's all this scientific stuff? Why don't you just bid what you think you can make?"
    Another player asked Sam what he thought of psyches. Sam said, "Are you a good player?" Who is going to say yes to Sam Gold?
    "Well, are you above average?"
    The answer was "Yes" because everyone is above average in their own minds.
    "Then you have 7 1/2 matchpoints when you sit down. Why do you risk 7 1/2 matchpoints to win an extra 4 1/2?" 
    Sam and Shorty would have been at the top of the matchpoint race which didn't exist in those days. Mickey Miller was second or third most of the time.

    There are two Sam Gold trophies. One, presented by his family,  is for the winners of the CNTC and the other is for a tournament in Quebec.
    Sam Gold was a gentleman and an inspiration to players in Quebec and the rest of Canada.
    I thank Sam for my first trophy every year! 
John A.

