Bridge: Sam Gold Built Reputation In Organizing and Playing
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NORTH



S K J 10 8



H A K Q 10 8



D K 8 6


C J 

WEST 

EAST 

S 6 4 

S 9 7 3 2 

H 9 7 4 

H J 6 2 

D 5 

D Q 9 7 4 3 

C A K Q 10 9 5 4 

C 8 


SOUTH (D) 


S A Q 5 


H 5 3 


D A J 10 2 


C 7 6 3 2 
North and South were vulnerable. 
The bidding: 


South 
West 
North 
East 


1 D 
2 C 
2 H 
Pass 


2 S 
Pass 
4 N.T. 
Pass 


5 H 
Pass 
6 S 
Pass 


Pass 
Pass
West led the club ace.


In the past half-century North America has had many great players and a rather smaller number of great organizers. Very few indeed have belonged in both categories.
One member of this elite group is Waldemar Von Zedtwitz, alive and well in Hawaii at the age of 85. Another, less well-known, was Sam Gold of Montreal, who died recently at 73.
Gold was often known as ''Mr. Bridge of Canada'' and well deserved the title. As a young man in the 1930's he made substantial improvements in the movements used in duplicate bridge, a highly technical but important area of which the average player knows virtually nothing. In particular, he invented the ''Three-quarter Howell,'' an ingenious arrangement that has been helpful to hundreds of clubs. 
Outstanding as a Player
In the 40's Gold built the fledgling Montreal Bridge League to a flourishing organization almost as big as it is today. And at the same time he built a formidable record as a player that reached its zenith in 1964. He was then a member of the Canadian team that reached the semifinal of the World Team Championship in New York City. A year later he competed in the North American Team Trials, in which the diagramed deal was played.
The opening bid of one diamond by Gold as South would not please those who count points rigidly, but it met the honor-trick requirements of Ely Culbertson, the dominant authority when Gold began to play.
On the second round Gold had an ''impossible'' bid. The least evil seemed to be to bid his three-card spade suit, and a few moments later he was in a slam, having resisted the temptation to lie about his aces.
The defense began by playing two rounds of clubs, forcing South to ruff high in dummy. East threw a diamond, and it might seem that Gold was headed for defeat.
This would have been his fate if he had played three rounds of trumps, hoping for an even split, but he drew just two rounds, since it seemed likely that East held four trumps. South then cashed the diamond king and finessed the diamond jack successfully. A heart to dummy allowed another diamond finesse. The diamond ace scored, and three heart winners were taken. The king and queen of trumps scored separately at the finish, neutralizing East's trumps.
It might seem that East should have thrown a heart on the second trick, but this would not have been good enough to defeat the slam. Gold would again have played two rounds of trumps, preserving the queen in his hand. Then he would have run hearts, and East's trumps would have been useless whether or not he chose to ruff. 
